Chapter 3: Vedic Period Ia" Gh onlet

l. Introduction /9 Td

e The Vedic Period marks the arrival and
settlement of Indo-Aryans in North-West India,
traditionally dated c. 1500 BCE — 600 BCE.
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e |t is divided into Early (Rig Vedic) and Later
Vedic phases.
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Il. Rig Vedic Age | &9 &% FT(Early Vedic T

Period) - e ' ¢ (c. 1500-1100 BCE)
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oRig Veda (oldest religious text) il Al N
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oOther Vedas: Samaveda, Yajurveda, Atharva
Veda

e Timeframe / 9HY;
c. 1500 — 1000 BC%’HT
<9I 1500-1000 9
e Geographical Extent / HI9 &h  TEAR:

oSapta Sindhu region: Punjab, Haryana, NW India
o AYFENATST 41F § IION SATURTHARA

e Society / HHIST:
oTribal, patriarchal, kinship-based; fourfold varna system not rigid yet_
AAATHT, IJY dlcHAP 2 I 3T Id JaT HGELT HOR eT oY
e Occupation / 3TTSil T
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oMainly pastoral (cow herding), some agriculture
H’@?IIH:CTQN'IFIFI?ﬁQ'IﬂFT ) $Sh TR
Q9 Q9 LA ] C =~

e Political Structure / STl T Ere:

oTribal chief: Rajan advised by Sabha (council of elders), Samiti (general assembly)

: TS, FHT (17T g {9G) AR A J (FHAT HT) R F1g
lll. Later Vedic Age /3EI { a- Goh oplel ' Late Vedic Period
(1000600 BCE) o R s
e et
e Sources / TgJ e )
oYajurveda, Samaveda, Atharva Veda,; { [l UM:'GE K W%
Brahmanas, Aranyakas, Upanishads Py T | e\
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e Geographical Spread / JE: ' p— L
oEastern expansion: Ganga-Yamuna aningh
doab,Eastern UP, Bihar
T4, IR I AH of A3 97 AL

S8R

:gmanifw

By Shankar Sir



Society / HHTST;

oCaste(varna) system became rigid; Brahmin,

Kshatriya, Vaishya, Shudra clearly defined
ST o (o) oqumouss_aﬁvm ERERUS

%ragcﬁ?qw

e Agriculture /% W

oMain occupation; iron tools, ploughs increased
productivity

% TIAG g3 STRETH3cHIeehIde &

Political System / TYhIX:

oLarge kingdoms emerge (Janapadas,

Mahajanapadas); monarchy more prominent
a‘s‘ﬂ“qac‘r?oqdqq Helolelde ); AoTddHTe]

Religious Changes / 9T #A% T Iddl :

oRituals complex; prominence of sacrifices (Yajnas); later emphasis on philosophy and inner

knowledge (Upanishadic thought)
ST T HeIYSIel; T3T ol JUTAT, 3TRad 39 Al H &2 3R cHAAA R Fe
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IV. Economy, Society, and Culture /37Jd, JaEAT, FATST Td SHALH o
e Economy / 31Id JTEI:

oMixed pastoral-agricultural; trade began, artisans appeared
A HIIYYTcIeih WQW%W

e Family /9 A1

oPatriarchal; practice of polygamy in upper varnas
TJHATcHR I AT

e Women / # &dT:

oRespect and participation in society reduced; educatiQn access declined in later period
AFATT d HEHT Il YN $eh shief H 3o d Geh H 8T H HaAl

Education / &

oGurukul system, g al transmission of knowledge
C

w I b ATAHI

Literature / 9T &c4:

o Epic beginnings—Ramayana, Mahabharata (later
composed, but tradition starts here)
o el TWRT SE Il 7§}
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V. Religious Movements in Later Vedic Age/
4T Hoh  AHgoleld (30X O b Phlel H):

e Rise of New Religions /¥ 9H T 3&3:
oComplexity of rituals and rigid social structure led to dissatisfaction.
o S TANTYSIAI A ORA AT h T aE YA HA TS |

e Jainism /S Y
oFounded by Mahavira (24th Tirthankara), 6th century BCE.

O#gTER (243 dryeh Y1) garT 4T 9, 637 #er sar g4

oCore principles: Ahimsa (non-violence), truth, non-possession.

o AT WeHIa3l gH[HcIT IIE|
e Buddhism / Se¥ &3
oFounded by Gautama Buddha (Siddhartha), c. 6th century BCE.

Odftad §gu GarT AT Ud, SE7eeT 61Hdr $aT g

oFour Noble Truths, Eightfold Path, Middle path—rejecting extreme rituals.
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o IR A TcH, 3T h AW, HEYH HAN— Hheed He]Yomll H avle|

VI. Mahajanapadas /HgIsleTqq
e Definition /9 T3

oLarge political units (states/kingdoms) emerging by 6th century BCE out of smaller
Janapadas.

OBie FA9GT & 93 Y (FEIeIE) & FA0T —63r6er sa1 qq|

oMarked the second urbanization in India (after Indus Valley Civilization); rise coincides with

Buddha and Mahavira’s era; foundation of future empires like Magadha, Nanda.

o TEHRAHGHUAIRII VTG Hh e IGHETARhHATPSchY HITSIHTHTS IR
cicy

e Number FE<TT:
o 16 Mahajanapadas mentioned in Buddhist and Jain texts.

O digy gl MUt # 16 AGSIAYGT & el |
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janapadas (c. 500 BCE)
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Table of 16 Mahajanapadas / $& HgISIAUGT shl HROM

Mahajanapada | Capital Modern Location Type Important Rulers (if
(TSIFORTST) | known)
Anga Champa Bhagalpur (Bihar) Monarchy Karna (in epic, legend)
Rajgir/Girivraja, later Bimbisara, Ajatashatru,
Magadha Patna, Gaya (Bihar) Monarchy
Pataliputra Mahapadma Nanda
Kashi Varanasi Varanasi (UP) Monarchy King Prasenijit
Kosala Shravasti/Ayodhya Eastern UP Monarchy Prasenijit, Vidudabha
Vatsa Kausambi Allahabad (UP) Monarchy Udayana
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Avanti Ujjaini, Mahismati Ujjain (MP) Monarchy Pradyota

Malla Kusinara, Pava Deoria (East UP) Republic Ganparishad (Council)

Vajji Vaishali Muzaffarpur (Bihar) | Republic Licchavi leaders

Kuru Indraprastha Delhi, Haryana Republic Ganparishad

Panchala Ahichchatra, Kampilya Bareilly (UP) Monarchy King Keval, Drupada (epic)
Bundelkhand

Chedi Sothivati Monarchy King Shishupala (epic)
(MP/UP)
Jaipur/Alwar

Matsya Viratanagara Monarchy King Virata (epic)

(Rajasthan)
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Surasena Mathura Mathura (UP) Monarchy King Avantiputra
NW

Kamboja Rajapura Republic Ganparishad
Pakistan/Kashmir

Gandhara Taxila Peshawar (Pakistan) | Monarchy King Pukkusati

Assaka/Ashma Godavari

Potali/Paithan Monarchy =
ka (Maharashtra)

e Magadha’s rise / FTH ST 3ch:

o Became the nucleus of future empires (Nandas, Mauryas).

O & T & FIHATSAT F g ST (A, H) |
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VII. POINTS TO REMEMBER / 8T §¢ 47gd a2

Topic/ a5 Priority Data / 39dH Hecd & d2g
Rig Veda Oldest text, 1028 hymns, composed in NW India
Sapta Sindhu Primary area of Early Vedic settlements
Region
Later Vedic Expansion to Ganga-Yamuna doab
Phase
Iron Use Begins in Later Vedic period, boosts agriculture
Upanishads Philosophical texts for later Vedic age; focus on

Atma/Brahma

Jainism Founder Mahavira (circa 599-527 BCE)
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Buddhism Gautama Buddha (563—483 BCE)
Founder

First Magadha (most powerful, rises c. 5th century BCE)
Mahajanapada

Varna System Becomes rigid in Later Vedic Age

Sabha, Samiti Important political assemblies in Early Vedic Age
Vedas Rigveda (hymns), Samaveda (chants), Yajurveda

(rituals), Atharvaveda (spells)

Ramayana, Traditional start in later Vedic age
Mahabharata

:gmanifw

By Shankar Sir



