
Chapter 3: Vedic Period / वै दक काल 

I. Introduction / प रचय 
● The Vedic Period marks the arrival and 
settlement of Indo-Aryans in North-West India,
traditionally dated c. 1500 BCE – 600 BCE. 

● वै दक काल उत्तर-पिश्चम भारत में आय  केे  आगमन व 
स्था यत्व का काल हैै, जो सामान्यतः 1500 ईसा पूवू  सेे 
600 ईसा पूवू  तक माना जाता हैै। 

● It is divided into Early (Rig Vedic) and Later 
Vedic phases. 

● यह दो भागों में  वभािजत हैै—  ( ) प्रारंं भकऋग्वै दकऔरउत्तर वै दक काल। 
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II. Rig Vedic Age /
Period) 

 (Early Vedic ऋग्वै दक काल

● 

●

●

● 

● 

: 
c. 1500 – 1000 BCE 
लगभग 1500–1000 

○Rig Veda (oldest religious text) 
ऋग्वेेद (सबसेे प्राचीन धम  गं्रंथ) 

○Other Vedas: Samaveda, Yajurveda, Atharva 
Veda 

○Sapta Sindhu region: Punjab, Haryana, NW India 
  : , , 

○Tribal, patriarchal, kinship-based; fourfold varna system not rigid yet 
, , ; 

Society / 

Sources / 

Timeframe / 

Occupation / 

Geographical Extent / 

स्रोत: 

समय

ईसा पूवू  

भौगो लक  वस्तार: 

सप्त संधंु के् षेत्र पंजं ाब ह रयाणा उत्तरपिश्चमभारत

समाज: 

जनजातीय  पतृसृ त्तात्मक  रश्तों पर आधा रत वग  व्यवस्था कठोर नहींं थी

आजी वका: 
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● 

● 

● 

○Yajurveda, Samaveda, Atharva Veda; 
Brahmanas, Aranyakas, Upanishads 

, , ; , 
, 

 

○Eastern expansion: Ganga-Yamuna 
doab,Eastern UP, Bihar 

: -  , , 

○Mainly pastoral (cow herding), some agriculture 
(  ), 

○Tribal chief: Rajan, advised by Sabha (council of elders), Samiti (general assembly) 
जनजातीय प्रमुखु: राजा, सभा (बुजुुगु  की प रषद) और स म त (सामान्य सभा) द्वारा सलाह 

मुखु् य स्रोत:

यजुवु दसामवेेदअथववेे दब्राह्मण
आरण्यक उप नषद

 वस्तार: 

पूवू    वस्तार गंंगा यमुनु ा दोआब पूवू   यूपू ी
 बहार

मुखु् यतःपशुपुालनगौपालन कुु छकृृ  षशे् रेष्ठ

 राजनी तक ढांंचा: 

Sources / 

Political Structure /
 

Geographical Spread /
 

III. Later Vedic Age /
(1000–600 BCE) 

उत्तर वै दक काल 
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● 

● 

● 

● 

○Large kingdoms emerge (Janapadas, 
Mahajanapadas); monarchy more prominent

   ( , ); 

○Caste(varna) system became rigid; Brahmin,
Kshatriya, Vaishya, Shudra clearly defined 

( ) — , , 

○Main occupation; iron tools, ploughs increased 
productivity 

; , 

○Rituals complex; prominence of sacrifices (Yajnas); later emphasis on philosophy and inner 
knowledge (Upanishadic thought) 
ज टल अनुषु् ठान; यज्ञ की प्रधानता; उत्तरवत  उप नषदों में दशन  और आत्मज्ञान पर बल 

Society / 

Agriculture / 

Political System / 

Religious Changes / 

: समाज

जा त वण  व्यवस्थाकठोरहुुई
शूदू् रकीस्पष्टता

कृृ  ष: 

कृृ  षप्रमुखुलौहऔजारहलसेेउत्पादनकीवृदृ् ध

सरकार: 

बड़ेराज्यबनेे जनपद महाजनपद राजतंतं्र मजबूतू
हुुआ

धा मक  प रवतन : 

ब्राह्मणक्ष त्रयवैशै् य, 
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IV. Economy, Society, and Culture / अथव्  यवस्था, समाज एवं ंसंसं्कृृ  त 
● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

○Gurukul system, oral transmission of knowledge 
, 

○Patriarchal; practice of polygamy in upper varnas 
; 

○ Epic beginnings—Ramayana, Mahabharata (later 
composed, but tradition starts here) 

— , (  
) 

○Mixed pastoral-agricultural; trade began, artisans appeared 
- ; , 

○Respect and participation in society reduced; education access declined in later period 
; 

Family / 

Women / 

Economy / 

Literature / 

Education / 

अथव्  यवस्था: 

गुरुुकुु लव्यवस्थामौ खकज्ञानसंचंार

सा हत्य: 

 पतृसृत्तात्मकऊपरीवग मेंबहुुपत्नीप्रथा

म हलाएंं: 

 म श्रतपशुपुालनकृृ  षव्यापारशुरुूकारीगरोंकाउदय

प रवार: 

महाकाव्यरामायणमहाभारतकाआरंंभउत्तरवत रचना, 
लेे कन परंंपरा इसी काल में शुरुू

सम्मान व सहभा गता प्रारंं भक काल में उत्तर वै  दक में  शक्षा में कमी

 शक्षा: 
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V. Religious Movements in Later Vedic Age/
धा मक  आंदंोलन (उत्तर वै दक काल में): 

● 

● 

● 

○Founded by Mahavira (24th Tirthankara), 6th century BCE. 

○महावीर (24वें तीथक र) द्वारा स्था पत, 6वींं सदी ईसा पूवू।  

○Core principles: Ahimsa (non-violence), truth, non-possession. 

○  : , , 

○Complexity of rituals and rigid social structure led to dissatisfaction. 

○  

○Founded by Gautama Buddha (Siddhartha), c. 6th century BCE. 

○गौतम बुदु् ध द्वारा स्था पत, लगभग 6वींंसदी ईसा पूवू।  

○Four Noble Truths, Eightfold Path, Middle path—rejecting extreme rituals. 

Jainism / 

Buddhism / 

Rise of New Religions / नए धम  का उदय: 

मुखु् य सद्धांंतअ हंसंासत्यअप रग्रह।

बौद्ध धम:  

ज टलअनुषु् ठानोंऔरकठोरसामािजकव्यवस्थासेेअसंतंोषबढ़ा।

जैनै धम:  
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● 

● 

○

○ 16 Mahajanapadas mentioned in Buddhist and Jain texts. 

○ बौद्ध वजैनै गं्रंथों में 16 महाजनपदों का उल्लेेख। 

○Large political units (states/kingdoms) emerging by 6th century BCE out of smaller 
Janapadas. 

○छोटेे जनपदों सेे बड़े ेराज्य (महाजनपद) का  नमाण —6वींंसदी ईसा पूवू।  

○Marked the second urbanization in India (after Indus Valley Civilization); rise coincides with 
Buddha and Mahavira’s era; foundation of future empires like Magadha, Nanda. 

○  ; -  ; 

प रभाषा: 

चार आय  सत्य, अष्टांं गक माग,  मध्यम माग— कट्टर अनुषु् ठानों का  वरोध। 

यहभारतमेंदूसूरीनगरीकरणलहरकासंकेंे तहैैबुदु् धमहावीरकेे समयकाउत्कष मगधजैसेैेसाम्राज्यकी
नींंव।

 संखं्या: 

VI. Mahajanapadas / महाजनपद 

Number /
 

Definition / 
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Table of 16 Mahajanapadas / १६ महाजनपदों की सारणी 

Anga 

Kashi 

Vatsa 

Kosala 

Magadha 

Mahajanapada Capital 

Varanasi 

Champa 

Kausambi 

Shravasti/Ayodhya 

Rajgir/Girivraja, later

Pataliputra 

Eastern UP 

Varanasi (UP) 

Allahabad (UP) 

Modern Location 

Bhagalpur (Bihar) 

Patna, Gaya (Bihar) 

Type 

( /

Monarchy 

Monarchy 

Monarchy 

Monarchy 

Monarchy Udayana 

King Prasenjit 

Important Rulers (if

known) 

Prasenjit, Vidudabha 

Karna (in epic, legend) 

Bimbisara, Ajatashatru,

Mahapadma Nanda 

राज्यगणराज्य) 
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Vajji 

Kuru 

Malla 

Chedi 

Avanti 

Matsya 

Panchala 

Vaishali 

Sothivati 

Indraprastha 

Viratanagara 

Kusinara, Pava 

Ujjaini, Mahismati 

Ahichchatra, Kampilya 

Ujjain (MP) 

Bareilly (UP) 

Bundelkhand

(MP/UP) 

Jaipur/Alwar

(Rajasthan) 

Delhi, Haryana 

Deoria (East UP) 

Muzaffarpur (Bihar) 

Republic 

Republic 

Republic 

Monarchy 

Monarchy 

Monarchy 

Monarchy 

Pradyota 

Ganparishad 

Licchavi leaders 

King Virata (epic) 

Ganparishad (Council) 

King Shishupala (epic) 

King Keval, Drupada (epic) 
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Kamboja 

Surasena 

Gandhara 

Assaka/Ashma

ka 

Taxila 

Mathura 

Rajapura 

Potali/Paithan 

Mathura (UP) 

Godavari

(Maharashtra) 

NW

Pakistan/Kashmir 

Peshawar (Pakistan) 

Republic 

Monarchy 

Monarchy 

Monarchy -

Ganparishad 

King Pukkusati 

King Avantiputra 

● 

○ Became the nucleus of future empires (Nandas, Mauryas). 

○ भ वष्य केे  साम्राज्यों का कें द्र बना (नंदं, मौय) । 

Magadha’s rise / मगध का उत्कष:  
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VII. POINTS TO REMEMBER / परीक्षा हेेतु ुमुखु् य तथ्य: 

Topic / Priority Data /  वषय उच्चतम महत्व केे  तथ्य 

Iron Use 

Rig Veda 

Later Vedic
Phase 

Upanishads 

Sapta Sindhu
Region 

Jainism Founder Mahavira (circa 599–527 BCE) 

Expansion to Ganga-Yamuna doab 

Primary area of Early Vedic settlements 

Begins in Later Vedic period, boosts agriculture 

Philosophical texts for later Vedic age; focus on
Atma/Brahma 

Oldest text, 1028 hymns, composed in NW India 
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Vedas 

Buddhism
Founder 

Varna System 

Ramayana,
Mahabharata 

First
Mahajanapada 

Sabha, Samiti 

Becomes rigid in Later Vedic Age 

Traditional start in later Vedic age 

Gautama Buddha (563–483 BCE) 

Important political assemblies in Early Vedic Age 

Rigveda (hymns), Samaveda (chants), Yajurveda
(rituals), Atharvaveda (spells) 

Magadha (most powerful, rises c. 5th century BCE) 
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