Chapter 4: Rise of Magadha & Mauryan Empire
HIYT 3chY UG AT AT

l. Rise of Magadha / HITYT &I 3cp¥
e Location / €T=;

oMagadha situated in present-day Bihar,

aroundriversGanga_and Son.
HITTIAH Tol
319 AT

e Factors for Emergence / 3¢Y % HROT:

o Strategic location, fertile soil, iron
resources, rivertransport. o
AIH THEAAIYSTS ACCIellgHH T,
6T I TageT|

oStrong rulers,effective administration.
HTe] ATHH,G8T JRATHA|
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'Expansion of Magadha

(6th-4th centuries BCE)

Core region (6th century BCE and earlier)
Haryanka Dynasty {Sth century BCE)
Shaishunaga Dynasty {early 4th century BCE)
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e Prominent Dynasties / 5918 a2

o Haryanka: Bimbisara, Ajatashatru
gIh U - SFEER, SRl

o Shishunaga, Nanda.
IR, e |

Uttar Path

Ajatsatru (460 -380 1

Extension by Shishunaga s X g | "
Dynasty (345BCE) S L\ N e Bir (544-492 BCE)

Extension by

Nanda Dynast
345 -321 BCE)
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Il. Nanda Dynasty / @ic axT
eLast major dynasty before Mauryas / §1 & g 3i qH 31 dgi

eMahapadma Nanda: Expanded Magadha, large army and resources.
HETIGHAG: HIY & G¥dR, dRATT Hell TG oY |

oOverthrown Chandragupta Maurya (with Chanakya’s help).
LTI O] T T o & eIl ) ¢ d F A HAT|

lll. Mauryan Empire |FIT "HST

e Founder / SIS

Chandragupta Maurya (c. 322 BCE)
AGLAYAATY elaT8I322 SHIYY )

A 00

o Key Rulers /| Y MM¥ch:

oChandragupta Maurya
g

~TOO

o Bindusara
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oAshoka (greatest Mauryan)
37N (@aRL

e Extent/ é;‘»@'ar:

o Largest empireinancientindia: from
AfghanistantoBengal,from

Himalayas to Karnataka. MR . Chandragupta's
dSTHIATST — ‘ ; / _ Conquest of Nanda
HHIMT AEATADTIT ’ AT 2 Empire
FHdlC & aa;t}m-” el 3-ﬁT -\q- ! (323 - 321 BCE)
° capital. / : Southern Conquests of R
Pataliputra (modern Patna) e ta cﬁ::::::s
qic agg'(m ) {300.. 295 BCE) b

(261 BCE)

IV. Administration /IRTH« cIqEAT

e (Centralized,hierarchicaladministration
%ﬁéﬂﬂw—cr, qalo]pl HT HRATHT

eArthashastra (by Chanakya/Kautilya) — treatise on statecraft, economy, warfare.
3L EF (AUl Tod T TAT) - Ao FACTeled, UG JGEAT, g T Y|

eOfficers / 31 &R
Amatyas (ministers), Kumaras (royal princes), Mahamatras (high officials)
“manbya
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AT (HALY), FAR (TSHAR), HGIAT (T I 3T GhRY)

eProvinces called Janapadas; head — Kumara or Aryaputra (royal family).
qld - ofd4q; H7Y - W/HPII'CQF ?:I)TI

V. Ashoka’s Reign /372 ST T
Time / <hlet:

c.268-232BCE
STITHIT 268-232 AT 4

e Kalinga War (261 BCE):

o AfterKalingaconquest,AshokaembracedBuddhism

and spread dhamma (moral code).
% SHIIGUhETE IRl AR T&H
Sl YdX  hdT|

e Rock & Pillar Edicts / el 3T T8 3

oMessages inscribed across empire; promote

non-violence, religioustolerance.
H%mvz-—crm AR FSIT H
R
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e Dhamma Yatras / 9FH IMET

oTours across empire tospreadmoralteachings.
AT A g A o deh . $T JaR|

V1. Economy under Mauryas / H10ch TeflH 372/d JaeT

@ Agriculture / F W:

Main source of revenue, state-owned land, irrigation was
promoted.

YT 31T 1 Aid, Tod & A, TS H Thd|

@ Taxation / o I

Land revenue was called “Bhaga” — 1/6th of produce.
H H BT “HET — 39T HT BT g&4T|

@ Trade & Commerce / SUR T4 :dT U

Internal and external trade flourished (roads, coins, weights &
measures standardized).

A (& d 98T AUR—Sh, o, AUSS Tdh HTA|

@ Crafts / & <1

Textiles, metalwork, ivory, pottery, jewelry centers in urban
towns.
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IE, O, gref-aid, AT I MU & 3Tl

o Trade Centers / &TdT I dhe:

Pataliputra, Ujjain, Taxila, Tamralipti, Bharuch
qe oY, Joolel, d&T e, d& fored, s

VII. Decline of Mauryan Empire / §1a 9S4 &1 UdH

@ Weak successors after Ashoka (Brihadratha was last)
3Nk & §IG HHASN ATTh (| _gad 37 TH)
@ Over-centralization / 37 4
Large empire difficult to control, local powers emerged.
@ Economic decline & fiscal strain

3 Y IRTEE, ASThINT & SAlS

® InvaS|on / STehHT:

Internal revolts, Pushyamitra Shunga killed Brihadratha, founded Shunga dynasty (c. 185 BCE).
3d T dalg, T AT Aq A §aY I §odl DA 97 A FATAT (185 4T Iq)

VIIIl. Legacy of Mauryas / #lge T 61 aR1&d

@ First pan-Indian Empire/ 9gell 3 @l AR HTHSH
@ Standardized administrationandbureaucracy/ T&h&9 YRATHA

:gmanifm
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e Promotion of Buddhism — Ashoka as ‘Dhamma Raja’
dicy ¥H  H TIR-3HMF “UFA ST FHgolldT|

e Pillar & Rock Edicts — earliest written records
¥ 3R e JE—uRiedH 37 o

e Influence on later dynasties (Gupta, Satavahana, South Indian kingdoms)
qIe & deiol ([qd, Adargs, & &ofl Tsdl) | gerd
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IX. Most Important Facts for Memorization / 98T 8 HGT 2T

Topic / aug

QD0 O

Priority Fact / 3Td-Agcd d¥d

Founder Maurya

Chandragupta Maurya (322 BCE)

Chanakya/Kautilya

Arthashastra (Politics/Economy manual)

Ashoka’s Dhamma

Non-violence, moral rule, Buddhism

Kalinga War

261 BCE; huge impact, Ashoka converts

Pillar Edicts

Earliest inscriptions in India

Last Mauryan ruler

Brihadratha, killed by Pushyamitra Shunga

Mauryan capital

Pataliputra (Patna)
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Revenue system Bhaga (1/6th produce)
Rock/Pillar Edicts Found across India, Ceylon, Afghanistan
Decline reasons Weak rulers, size, expense, local revolt
First pan-Indian empire Mauryas
Legacy Statecraft, Buddhism, centralized admin
A
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Chapter 5: Post-Mauryan Age and Gupta Dynasty

|. Post-Mauryan Age (c. 2nd century BCE — 3rd century CE)
AT & aTE H1 FI] (SETHIT 2 eAcATedr Sa FIAear SEi)

e Political Scenario / o=l o foFY @

oAfter Mauryan decline (c. 185 BCE), India saw rise of many regional kingdoms and foreign

dynasties. . C
Ide & §1G, R H Fg DA Tog 3R gl Jeref H1 3cu g3

oProminent among them: Shunga, Kanva, Satavahana, Indo-Greeks (Yavanas), Sakas,

Parthians, Kushanas. )
T HEYAR, AIFhUd FTdde SN JaaT ) Ah 9T IT o FIOT

e Shunga Dynasty / NS CHE
oFounded by Pushyamitra Shunga (killed last Maurya Brihadratha).
o Art/architecture revival (Sanchi, Bharhut).

e Kanva Dynasty / 99 d<
oVasudeva Kanva—short rule, succeeded Shungas.
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e Satavahana (Andhra) Dynasty / STcdTeeT (3Te1) ger:

oFirst major ancient dynasty in Deccan (Krishna-Godavari basin); notable kings: Gautamiputra
Satakarni.

oFriendly relations with Rome—important for trade.
¢ Indo-Greek, Sakas, Kushanas / $31-301%, 2, hHTOT:
oForeign rulers in northwest & central India.
oKushana King Kanishka: Patron of Buddhism, held 4th Buddhist Council (Kashmir).
oBactrian Greeks brought coins, innovations; Sakas (Western Satraps) ruled Gujarat/Malwa.
e Art &Culture /| FeT T THF
oDevelopment of Gandhara art (Greco-Buddhist), Mathura school.

oSanskrit literature progressed; rise of Hinduism, Mahayana Buddhism.
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Il. Gupta Dynasty (c. 320 — 550 CE) / 79 TTHGT (elaTe79820 — 550 S

o Foundation / &JITUHT:

o By Chandragupta I (c. 320 CE), took title ‘Maharajadhiraja’ (King of Kings); married
Lichchavi princess.

o UELAIATAHNIAHHAIST I sia &

~OO
e Territorial Expansion /®Y3A1d  JE&dR:
oSamudragupta (son), great conqueror—expansion via wars.

o UGy AY I YUH WHGR Y T & HHST & Id HT|

MRS B 4
e Important Rulers / ¥4 AT

oChandragupta I, Samudragupta, Chandragupta Il (Vikramaditya), Kumaragupta,
Skandagupta

o T T g T A @ W T 7 A TR
e Capital | TSI

o Pataliputra (Patna), Ujjain (during Chandragupta Il), Prayag (Samudragupta’s pillar
inscription)
O 9re YR, 3eolal, T
haN
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lll. Gupta Golden Age: Society, Economy, Culture

GOLDEN AGE OF THE GUPTA PERIOD
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Y el T TGUT  JI[: FATS, AU Ja€AT, HHFH
e Society / HHIST

oFourfold varna system rigid; upper caste dominance; women’s status declined.

o TUT HIEUT & H Foll3f} I T T
e Economy / 37dd JqEAT
o Agriculture, trade, industry flourished.
oVivid gold, silver coins—high trade with Southeast Asia.
o TTISSATIRIEANTHRI THRIAATTAGh Fareh |
e Religion / ¥
oHinduism dominant; revival of Brahmanism.
oBuddhism & Jainism also flourished.
o EeYH AY J Slcuasietd g
e Art &Architecture / ®ell, 4.
oAjanta, Ellora caves; Dashavatara temple (Deogarh); great sculptures.
A
Smarbia

By Shankar Sir



oPainting, music, drama flourished (Kalidasa—Abhijnanasakuntalam).

o 3TSd of TEIRT I «T¢ ERMEdR FER; F dcE—Her dl

e Science & Literature / 93T, &I gcd:
o Aryabhata (mathematician—zero, place value), Varahamihira (astronomy).

oSanskrit literature—Panchtantra, Shakuntalam, Meghaduta.

.

O3 T&, g A 8Y; HHH AT gd—Tdddy, Ahyyded,: HEed|

IV. Decline of Gupta Dynasty / Tqd % & Idel

e Weak successors, Hun invasions, fragmented rule—empire declined after Skandagupta (c.
467 CE). . . .
A ATHT, FOT 3MhAUT, W S AHT & FHRUT Fehee[Id & TG AIHSE Tl g3

e Smallerkingdomsandregionalpowers emerged.
SBT3 G RIFeT Bl 35
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V. High-Priority Exam Facts / TI&T &G 4AGd a2

QDO O

Topic/ a9 Key Data / 7T d¥d

Kanishka (Kushana) 4th Buddhist Council (Kashmir), patron of
Gandhara Art

Satavahana Gautamiputra Satakarni, Deccan ruler,
promoted trade

Chandragupta | Founded Gupta Empire, married Lichchhavi
princess
Samudragupta Great conqueror, "Indian Napoleon",

Allahabad Pillar inscription

Chandragupta Il Ujjain capital, patron of Kalidasa
(Vikramaditya)
Aryabhata Zero, decimal system, astronomy
Ajanta-Ellora Classical caves—Gupta era art & painting
Decline of Gupta Hun Invasions, weak rulers after Skandagupta
haN
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Sanskrit Literature Kalidasa, Panchtantra, Meghaduta

Gold Coins Gupta era—standard for prosperity and trade
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Chapter 6: South Indian Kingdoms / & &0T IRd & I3

|. Sangam Age JF3TH I ,'\

Po Jp%e)

Eastern'

eDuration/ ¢ 300 BCE — 300 CE

| Rashtrakuta
300 $E19d. — 300

empire

eLocation /| ¥ITT: Tamil region (Cholas, Cheras, Pandyas)
o AL )

~ ) RS

eSources | dId; Sangam literature (Tolkappiyam,
Ettuthogai, Pattupattu)
HITHAT ¢

DO '\O SO )

o Features/ asivd:

oHereditary monarchy, local assemblies
U TASTAd, TUAHT HHAT

oFlourishing trade (Rome, SE Asia), urban centers
Yool SIUR, Ty
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oRich poetry, clear social stratification
g 9Y &l gcd, W% HIfATSTh 47

Il. Cholas / d@Tel
o Capital / Istgr: Uraiyur, later Thanjavur
IFF, doolk
o Notable Ki\ngs / HIY ST Karikala Chola, Rajaraja Chola |, Rajendra Chola |
% Yhell i, TSRS AT TY = qH

« Achievements / Sufciserar:

oNaval expeditions to SE Asia; conquest of Sri Lanka
¢ &UI-qg U MU/Aehol A deld

oConstructed grand temples (Brihadeeswarar, Thanjavur), excellent administration
HT H ¥ oAHAIUT | URATHA
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lll. Cheras /ﬁT

e Capital / 9 eTeil: Vanchi
dd

o Notable Kings / 9Hg ST . yqayan Cheralathan, Senguttuvan
3T WATYA, Fegde

o Features/ HQW : Spice trade, port towns (Muziris)

FHTE SR, SEHMEARE 3 1)

IV. Pandyas / 93T
L %a%jtallﬂam;": Madurai

o No’table Kings / W3 I1STT . Neduncheliyan

Agd e

o Features / asi¥ary . Pearl fisheries, literary patronage

Al 3T, |1 fFcgehavaion
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V. Pallavas / Yceld

o Capital / 754 Kanchipuram
Ao

9

o Notable Kings / 98 ST .\15hendravarman |, Narasimhavarman | (Mamalla)
HegdHel YUH, o HgdHAT TUH

+ Achievements / Iufersdr:

oRock-cut architecture (Mahabalipuram rathas, shore temple); art patronage
TEH TURMR A eI, Fell H

VI. Chalukyas / dTelshd
o Capitals / IS . goqami later Vatapi
dIeTAT, ardr 9

o Features/ asuam : Pulakeshinllgreatest king, resisted Harsha
golsh AT & TAIGY HTT R

e Achievements: Rock-cutcavesatBadami, Aihole, Pattadakal (UNESCO site)
STeTHT Uceceheld AATES ol
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VIl. Rashtrakutas / \T°¢%C

° Capltal /w%ﬂ:ﬂ' . Manyakheta
HOgWdT

o Features/ gaiam . Dantidurga, Amoghavarsha |, patronage to Jainism

fewdger, @AY guH

e Achievements: ElloraKailasanath temple—a monolithic marvel
G?HTr AT H X

VIIl. Vijayanagara Empire /| do1de1IX HIHTT
o Period /&1, 1336 1646 CE

o Founders | §HATUS. 115 ihara | Bukka |
g LYy UIH, Waﬁq

o Notable Rulers / JH3g i . Krishnadevaraya

HUCT I
. Features/ @sivdru:

oStrong military and administration; resistance to invasions
TRIFRATeN, HETH FRITHeT
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oHampi—capital city, ruins are UNESCO site
ISTgTHI—gdt (UNESCO)

oFlourishing culture, temple architecture (Vitthala, Hazarama temples)
ALY 8D d, # aT AT

IX. Bahmani Sultanate / T8H«T Jedsid

o Established /®ITTd .1347CE py Ala-ud-Din Bahman Shah
HAT3ECIeT SgHA AME SaRT

o Capital / Istert :Gulbarga,later Bidar
AT , S

Features /| asivdm:

oFirst independent MuslimkingdominDeccan
G &UT AR H gl A TolH 5T

oCulturalfusion—Indo-Persian art,architecture
-HRET Herag;Hd

:gmanifw

By Shankar Sir



X. Key Exam Facts / 9% qJ&T a2y

Kingdom Capital
Chola Thanjavur

Chera Vanchi
Pandya Madurai

Pallava Kanchipura
m

Chalukya Badami

Rashtrak Manyakhet
uta a

Vijayanag Hampi
ara
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Notable Unique Achievements
Rulers
Rajaraja, Brihadeeswarar Temple,
Rajendra Navy

Senguttuvan Muziris Port, Spices
Neduncheliyan Literature, Pearl fishery

Narasimhavar Mahabalipuram Temples
man |

Pulakeshin I Rock-cut caves of
Badami/Aihole

Amoghavarsha Ellora—Kailasanath
I Temple

Krishnadevara Vitthala Temple, Hampi
ya ruins



Bahmani  Gulbarga/BiBahman Shah Cultural fusion, Bidar
dar architecture
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