Chapter 2: Indus Valley Civilization
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l. Introduction / U =g

@ The Indus Valley Civilization (IVC), also known as
Harappan Civilization, was a Bronze Age civilization
c. 3300-1300 BCE in northwestern India and
modern Pakistan.
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e Itwas one of the world’s earliest urban cultures,
contemporary with Mesopotamia and Egypt.
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Il. Extent and Important Sites / &S 3R Agaqy] ©Ict

@ Civilization spread across Indus river basin, including o
modern Punjab, Sindh (Pakistan), Haryana, -
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Jammu & Kashmir.
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@ Major urban centers / W g TR: ' \
@ Harappa (Punjab) ST ;’ Wi
@ Mohenjo-daro (Sindh) BhYj_ (D)
@ Dholavira (Kutch) R, CHia
@ Kalibangan (Rajasthan) .

@ Lothal (Gujarat)
@ Rakhigarhi (Haryana)

marbya

By Shankar Sir



ll. Town Planning and Architecture / TR =31 3R ardepel]

@ Cities laid out in grid patterns with well-planned roads intersecting at right angles.
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@ Built with baked bricks of standard size (7"x14"x28"), drainage systems, public baths, granaries,

and citadels.
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® Houses had flat roofs, courtyards, and covered drains connecting to sewers.

IV. Economy / 37Iq ga&T

@ Agriculture was the main economic base with wheat, barley,
peas, sesame C Itlvat

d.
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® leestock mcIuded cattle, buffalo, sheep, goat.
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® Important crafts: bead- -making, metallurgy (copper, bronze, gold,
silver), pottery. ) ) .
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@ Trade links with Mesopotamia (known as Meluhha).
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V. ScriptandSeal / & U 3R gg3

@ TheHarappan script is undeciphered; found on seals,
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@ Secalsdepict animals (unicorn, bulls), geometric signs;
usedfortrade and administration.
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V1. Socialand Political Organization / HTTATSe 3R ITotel deh
SdEAT

Noclear palaces or temples have been discovered,
indicating possible egalitarian social structure.
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Citiesgoverned possibly by merchant gwlds or councils.
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Evidence of standard weights and measures indicate
organized trade and economy.
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VII. Religion and Culture / &1 9 4 d

IVC Figures

@ Worship of Mother Goddess, Pashupati (proto-Shiva), sacred

trees, animals. .
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@ Use of terracotta ﬁgurlnes and ritual bathmg 280
@ CHICT { O 1Ud ol Heh &A1 |

. Possible early yoga and ritual practices (evidenced from seals
and figurines). Lancng Gid
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Mother Goddess

VIiI. Decline of Indus Valley Civilization / €¢j ;€7 G3IdT T Ua

@ Time Frame / ah1al: Around 1900 BCE to 1300 BCE
ST 1900 8T 99, & 1300 &7 qg & o

@ Possible Causes / 4T Id hRUT:

@ Tectonic activities leading to earthquakes, floods, river course changes (Ghaggar-Hakra

drying up).
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® Decline in trade with Mesopotamla
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@ Aryan migration and cultural transformation (though debated).
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e Result: Urban decline, dispersal into smaller rural settlements and rise of regional cultures.

IX. Comparison with Contemporary Civilizations / SHTellT HIIA3M <& JofaT

Aspect Indus Valley Civilization Mesopotamia Ancient Egypt

Timeline 3300 - 1300 BCE 3500 - 539 BCE 3100 - 30 BCE

B Undeciphered script Cuneiform Hieroglyphics

System

Llilrgr?:ing Grid pattern, drainage system Grid pattern, ziggurats L\:/ilfi)gsmental pyramics,
Economy Agriculture, trade, crafts Agriculture, trade, crafts | Agriculture, trade, crafts
Religion Mother Goddess, proto-Shiva | Polytheism, city gods Polytheism, afterlife beliefs
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POINTS TO REMEMBER

Topic / awa Key Facts / G d¥T Sites/Notes / TJel/ ool
Timeline 3300 BCE - 1300 BCE 2L LTI (L2 e
Phases

Major Sites Harappa, Mqhenjg-daro, Dholavira, Kalibangan, AT GeIfaTcas T
Lothal, Rakhigarhi DL O

Brick size Standard bricks ~7"x14"x28" Uniformity across sites

Important . . . .

artifacts Seals, script, terracotta figurines Indus script undeciphered

Urban planning
features

Grid pattern, drainage, granary, citadel

Most advanced prehistoric
urban system

Decline theories

Earthquakes, flood, river drying, trade decline,
Aryan migration (debated)
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