Ancient India: Jainism & Buddhism
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Common Background| ¥ATT Jyas] #

e Both religions arose in the 6th century BCE during the period of
Second Urbanisation.
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e Theyopposed thecostlyVedicsacrificesandrigidVarna system.
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e Economic need: preservation of cattle for agriculture & trade.
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e Supported mainly by Vaishyas, traders, dissatisfied Kshatriyas and
Shudras.
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e They are called Shramanic (heterodox) religions.
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Jainism | 3 &

Founder & Key Figures| #H:u™s g g RERRE
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First Tirthankara: Rishabhnath, mentioned in Rigveda.
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23rd Tirthankara: Parshvanath, gave 4 vows.
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24th Tirthankara: Vardhaman Mahavira (6th BCE), added 5th vow
(Brahmacharya).
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Doctrines | @euid

Goal: Moksha - liberation from rebirth.
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Three Jewels (Triratna): Right Faith, Right Knowledge, Right
Conduct.
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Five Great Vows (Mahavrata):
Ahimsa (Non-violence), Satya (Truth), Asteya (Non-stealing),
Aparigraha (Non-possession), Brahmacharya (Celibacy).
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Anekantavada: Truth has multiple aspects.
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Syadvada: Doctrine of conditional predication ("may be" view).
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Karma Theory: Determines next birth; no creator God, only
Tirthankaras as guides.
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Councils & Sects| T T T FYwE

o 1st Council (c.300 BCE, Pataliputra): Compilation of12Angas.
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e 2nd Council (c. 512 CE, Valabhi, 6Gujarat): Final compilation of
texts.
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¢ Division: Digambara (sky-clad) led by Bhadrabahu & migrated south;
Shvetambara (white-clad)led by Sthulabhadra & stayedinMagadha.
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o Early texts in Prakrit (Ardhamagadhi); later in Sanskrit, Kannada,

Tamil.
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Art & Architecture| =al T TITT

o Caves: Udayagiri,Khandagiri.
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e Temples: Dilwara (Mount Abu), Ranakpur.
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e Statue: Gomateshwara at Shravanabelagola.
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Decline | gaa

e Rigid practices (nudity, extreme penance).
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e Declineofroyalpatronage after Mauryas.
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o CompetitionwithBuddhism& Bhakti movement.
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Buddhism | sicyr &#
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Founder & Life| T@ou™e T Sias

¢ Founder: Gautama Buddha (Siddhartha, 563 BCE), born at Lumbini
(Shakya clan).
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o AttainedEnlightenmentatBodhGaya under Bodhi tree.
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o Delivered first sermon at Sarnath (Dhammachakrapravartana).
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o Died at Kushinagar (Mahaparinirvana, 483 BCE).
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Doctrines | @eud

e Goal: Nirvana - end of suffering and rebirth.
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o Four Noble Truths (I@r R Mg &1 A):

1. Life is full of sorrow. (Sfte= ggAd g1)
2. Desire is the cause of sorrow. (& T ShRUT JUN &)

3. End of desire ends sorrow. (YOI @ 37d = g% T 37d )
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4. Desire can be ended by Eightfold Path. (JYoT &1 3{d 3rsei a1
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o Eightfold Path (Ashtangika Marga): Right View, Resolve, Speech,
Conduct, Livelihood, Effort, Mindfulness, Concentration.
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o Advocated Middle Path (Madhyam Marg) - avoiding extremes of

luxury and austerity.
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¢ Belief in Karma & Rebirth, but silent on 6od (Agnostic).
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Sangha (Monastic Order)| e (HEcH)

o Members: Bhikkhus (monks), Bhikkhunis (nuns), Upasakas (lay
followers).
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o Monasteries called Viharas; democratic functioning.
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o Opento allcasteséclasses.
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Buddhist Councils| siger &Y a
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1. 1st Council (483 BCE, Rajagriha, Ajatashatru): Vinaya & Sutta
Pitakas compiled.
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2. 2nd Council (383 BCE, Vaishali, Kalashoka): Division —
Sthaviravadins & Mahasanghikas.
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3. 3rd Council (250 BCE, Pataliputra, Ashoka): Abhidhamma Pitaka;
missionaries sent abroad.
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4. 4th Council (1st CE, Kashmir, Kanishka): Division _, Hinayana &
Mahayana.
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Sects | "YU
o Hinayana: Buddha as teacher, no idol worship, Pali texts.
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¢ Mahayana: Buddha divine, idol worship, Bodhisattva ideal, Sanskrit
texts.
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¢ Vajrayana (later): Tantric influence, rituals.
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e Tripitaka (Three Baskets):
1. Vinaya Pitaka - discipline ( @7 9¢h - 37e]rd=)
2.Sutta Pitaka - sermons ( gdd UeH - 3UG)
3.Abhidhamma Pitaka - philosophy ( 3T 8T¥FH Yceh - U )

e Otherworks: Buddhacharita (Ashvaghosha), Milindapanho
(Menander-Nagasena dialogue).
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Art & Architecture| ol T TITTIET

e Stupas: Sanchi, Bharhut, Amaravati.
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e Caves: Ajanta, Ellora, Karle, Barabar.
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e Sculptures: Gandhara (Greek influence, realistic), Mathura (indigenous,
symbolic).
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e Universities: Nalanda, Vikramshila.
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Decline | ga=T
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e Corruption & wealth inmonasteries.
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e Shiftfrom Pali — Sanskrit, reduced accessibility.
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e Persecution by rulers like Pushyamitra Shunga, Shashanka.
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e Revival of Brahmanism (Guptas) & Islamic invasions destroyed

monasteries.
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Comparison Table| Jelsilcash TRUN

Aspect Jainism
Founder  Rishabhnath
(1st), Mahavira
(24th)
Goal Moksha
Path Triratna, Five

Vows
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Gautama Buddha aiia# qqu
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Four Noble IR T
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No creator, fqeeahar
Tirthankaras SENE]
guides

Anti-Vedic 3dg- aared
Prakrit arhd
Digambara, GITFSY,

Shvetambara CCRIEESES

Hand with wheel g1 9 I
(Ahimsa) (37 §H«)

Silent on God
(Agnostic)

Anti-Vedic

Pali (later
Sanskrit)

Hinayana,
Mahayana,
Vajrayana

Dharmachakra
(Wheel of Law)
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