
 Abeehive

 A very busy place – 

 A bad hair day

 A day when everything seems to go
wrong. A day when one's hair is unruly
and looks unkempt – 

 A bone to pick

 A controversy that must be solved
– 

 A cakewalk

  An easy work – 

 A chill to the heart

 Extreme fear – 

 A chip on one's shoulder

 A tendency to get angry quickly –

 A close fisted person

 Stingy, Miserly – 

 A damsel in distress

 A girl in a problem – 

 A dime a dozen

 Quite ordinary – 
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 A dog's life

 A pathetic life – 

 A drop in the bucket

 A tiny amount, especially when com-
pared to a much larger one – 

 A flash in the pan

 A sudden but temporary success –

 A flying visit

 A visit for a short time – 
Visit

 A foot in the door

 The chance to do something that
could lead to further opportunities – 

 A golden mean

 The middle choice between two ex-
treme conditions – 

 A heart of gold

 A kind and honest person – 

 A herculean task

 A very strenuous or difficult task –



 A lot on one's plate

 Excessive work or responsibility for
a person – 

 A nig-nog

 A foolish person – 

 A nine days' wonder

  Something that becomes popular
only for a short period – 

 A penelope's web

 An endless work – 

 A safe pair of hands

 Reliable to do a work – 

 A sea change

 Complete change – 

 A sore point

 An issue that can make anyone an-
gry or uncomfortable – 

 A square deal

 Honest action or behaviour – 

 A standing joke

 A topic of laugh or mockery – 



 About face/turn

 A complete change in opinion or
point of view – 

 Above board

 Clear and honest – 

 Above par

 Quite high in comparison, Above
average – 

 Accept the gauntlet

 To accept the challenge – 

 Ace up one's sleeve

 A secret plan, idea, or advantage that
can be utilized if and when it is required
– 

 Achilles' heel

 A weak point – 

 Acid test

 A tough test – 

 Adam's ale

 Water – 

 Add fule to the fire

 To make a bad condition worse –



 Add insult to injury

 To make a bad situation worse –

 Against the clock

 As fast as possible before the dead-
line – 

 Alive and kicking

 Healthy – 

 All agog

 Pleasantly surprised – 

 All and sundry

 Everyone – 

 All bark and no bite

 Full of talk or threats but no actual
work – 

 All ears

 Ready and eager to listen – 

 All Greek

 Unfamiliar (with a topic etc.) –

 All in the same boat

 Everyone in the same condition –



 All moonshine

 Complete lies – 

 All one's might and main

 One's full capability and energy –

 All thumbs

 Clumsy in the use of hands – 

 Alma mater

 The shool/college one had attended
– 

 Alter ego

 An intimate friend – 

 Always a bridesmaid never a bride

 Never the most important person in
a particular situation or the winner of
some particular thing – 

second 

 An eye for an eye

 Tit for tat, Exactly the same punish-
ment one had suffered – 

 An iron will

 Strong willpower – 

 Apple of discord

 An issue of controversy or dispute
– 



 Apple of one's eye

 Someone who is most loveable to
someone – 

 Apple pie order

 Tidy and arranged – 

 Armchair critic

 One who speaks critically on topics
one actually knows little or nothing
about – 

 Armed to the teeth

 Armed completely with weapons –

 Around the clock

  (busy or working) An entire 24 -
hour day – 

 Arrow in the quiver

 One of several options or alterna-
tives available – 

 As daft as a brush

 Very stupid or foolish – 

 As the crow flies

  In the most direct path – 



 At a loss

 Completely confused – con-
fused

 At a stone's throw

 Quite close (In terms of distance) –

 At arm's length

 To avoid coming close to one – 

 A cross purposes

 In conflict or opposition to some-
one – 

 At daggers drawn

 In serious disagreement and even
ready to fight – 

 At large

 Still not caught by law – 

 At loggerheads

 In conflict with someone – 

 At loose ends

 Without any regular occupation and
unsettled – 

 At odds

 At loggensheads – 



 At one's wit's end

 Completely confused – 

 At random

 Withouth any reason or planning –

 At sea

 Confused – 

 At sixes and sevens

 Disorganised – 

 At snail's pace

 With a very slow speed – 

 At the drop of hat

 Instantly, Without delay – 

 At the end of one's tether

 Completely exhausted and with no
patience or energy left – 

 At the first blush

 As a first impression – 

 At variance with

 Varying from someone/sonething –



 Average itself out

 To produce a result that balances
the situation – 

 Awe inspiring

 Creating fear because of respect
(with the quality) – 

 Axe to grind

 Having some selfish motive – 



 Back burner

 Something temporarily not being
dealt with or considered, especially be-
cause it is not urgent or important – 

 Back seat driver

 Someone trying to influence or con-
trol a situation that is not really their re-
sponsibility – 

 Back the wrong horse

 To support a wrong or weak per-
son/competitor – 

 Back to back

 One just after another – 

 Back to square one

  To get back to the starting point
again – 

 Back to the drawing board

 To restart from the very beginning –

 Back to the wall

 In ahigh-pressure situation – 

 Bad blood

  Old enmity – 
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 Bad egg

 A bad person – 

 Bad hats

 An evil person that creates problem
intentionally  – 

 Bad mouth

 To speak always insultingly – 

 Baker's dozen

 13 – 13

 Ball is in one's court

 One has the responsibility for fur-
ther action – 

 Bark up the wrong tree

  To follow a wrong course – 

 Barrel of laughs

  Funny and a source of great amuse-
ment – 

 Be an open book

 Very obvious, Nothing secret – 

 Be fed up with

  To be tired of someone/sonething
– 



 Be finished with

 To finish doing something – 

 Be in the eye of storm

 To be at the centre of a difficult con-
dition – 

 Be moved to tears

 To start weeping – 

 Be taken aback

  To be surprised – 

 (Not) Bat an eyelid

 Not to show any reaction or emo-
tion – 

 Bear in mind

 To keep something in mind – 

 Bear fruit

 To be successful – 

 Bear the brunt

  To suffer the worst part of a diffi-
cult situation – 

 Bear the palm

 To win – 

 Beat a dead horse

 To attempt something futile – 



 Beat a retreat

 To leave a place or situation quickly
– 

 Beat about the bush

  To talk irrelevantly (not the issue) –

 Beat off

 To send away, To force to retreat –

 Beat one's brains out

 To think deeply over something –

 Beat the air

 To attempt something futile – 

 Beat the bush

 To search for something thoroughly
– 

 (at) Back and call

 Always ready to obey and serve –

 Bed of roses

 A state of great comfort or luxury –



 Bee in one's bonnet

 An obsession, often with something
that is strange or a source of anxiety –

 Beg the question

 To assume or believe that something
is true when its truthfulness is unveri-
fied – 

 Beggar description

  Something difficult to describe in
words – 

 Behind bars

 In jail – 

 Behind closed doors

 In secret (away from observers or
reporters) – 

 Behind the back

 In someone's absence – 

 Belly up

  Spoiled, Useless – 

 Below par

 Below average, Not as good as ex-
pected – 



 Bend over backward

 To expend a lot of energy or effort
to do something to satisfy or please
someone – 

 Beside the mark

 Irrelevant to the main issue – 

 Beside oneself

 Very shocked or distraught, In ex-
treme anger – 

 Best of both worlds

 Having all the advantages of two dif-
ferent things without any problems – 

 Best thing since sliced bread

 Something new and very good – 

 Better half

 Wife – 

 Between Scylla and Charybdis

 Caught between two equally dan-
gerous situations – 

 Between the devil and the deep blue
sea

 Caught between two equally dan-
gerous situations – 



 Beyond the pale

 Immoral, not good and hence unac-
ceptable – 

 Big bucks

  Big amount of money – 

 Big fish

 An important or powerful person –

 Bird's eye view

 A hasty look at or a brief survey of
something – 

 Bird-brained

 Stupid, Foolish – 

 Birds of the same feather

 People of the same attitude or pref-
erence – 

 Bite off more than one can chew

 To take on more responsibility than
one can handle – 

 Bite the bullet

  To accept a difficult situation or
force oneself to do something unpleas-
ant – 

 Bite the dust

 To get defeated or ruined – 



 Bite one's lip

 To forcibly prevent oneself from ex-
hibiting an outward reaction to some-
thing unpleasant – 

 Bite one's tongue

 To stop oneself from saying some-
thing that might offend others – 

 Bits and bobs

 Sundry little items or chores –

 Black and blue

 Beaten badly – 

 (in) Black and white

 In written – 

 Black ox

 Symbolic of calamity or something
inauspicious – 

 Black sheep

 A cunning person – 

 Blaze a trial

 To do early or pioneering work that
others will follow up on – 



 Blessing in disguise

 Something that a first seems bad,
but later turns out to be beneficial – 

 Blind to

 Negligent of something – 

 Blink of an eye

 Instantly – 

 Blow by blow

 Complete description one by one –

 Blow hot and cold

 To change one's opinion again and
again – 

 Blow one's own trumpet

 To praise oneself – 

 Blow one's top

 To get in excessive anger – 

 Blow over

  (A problem etc.) To pass off – 

 Blue blood

 A noble or aristocratic person –



 Blue-eyed boy

 Favourite to someone – fa-
vourite person

 Bolt from the blue

 Something sudden and shocking –
shocking

 Bone of contention

 A cause of dispute or controversy –

 Born with a silver spoon in the
mouth

 Born ina rich family – 

 (make) Bothends meet

 To earn just enough to sustain one-
self – 

 Bottom line

 Net profit, Basic conclusion – 

 Bread and butter

 A vital component of something,
Someone's livelihood – 

 Break a lance with

 To engage in a competition, battle
or controversy with – 



 Break Priscian's head

 To commit errors of grammar –

 Break the ice

 To initiate conversation with aperson
– 

 Breath down one's neck

 To watch or monitor closely and ir-
ritatingly – 

 Bring someone to book

 To get one punished by law – 

 Bring the house down

 To applaud greatly – 

 Bring to light

 To bring a matter to public's atten-
tion – 

 Broken reed

  An unreliable person – 

 Brown study

 Lost in one's thoughts – 

 Build castles in the air

  To make impossible or unrealistic
plans – 



 Bull in a China shop

 One who is aggressive and clumsy
in situation that requires delicacy and
care – care-
less 

 Burn the boat

 To do something that cannot be eas-
ily undone or reversed in the future –

 Burn the candle at both ends

 To overwork night and day and get
exhausted – 

 Burn the midnight oil

 To work late in night – 

 Burning problem

  The main issue at present – 

 Burst one's bubble

 To destroy one's illusion and bring
him back to reality – 

 Bury the hatchet

 To forget old enmity – 

 Butt of joke

 A favourite subject of joke or mock-
ing – 



 Butter fingers

 One who often drops and breaks
things – 

 Butterflies in the stomach

 A feeling ofnervousness – 

 Button one's lip

 To remain silent in a situation – 

 Buy a lemon

 To purchase a vehicle that always
gives troubles – 

 By a whisker

 By an extremely short margin –

 By all accounts

 Based on what people say or avail-
able information – 

 By and By

  Gradually – 

 By and large

 Generally – 

 By fair means or foul

  Any way (right or wrong) – 



 By fits and starts

 Infrequently – 

 By heart

 Cramming something out – 

 By hook or by crook

 Any way (right or wrong) – 

 By leaps and bounds

 Very rapidly – 

 By the book

 Conforming to rules and regulations
– 

 By the same token

  In the same manner – 

 By the seat of one's pants

 Without a clear plan ordirection –

 By the skin of one's teeth

 Barely, Very narrowly – 



 Call a spade a spade

 To speak frankly about something,
even if it is unpleasant – 

 Call in one's chips

 To use one's influence to gain ad-
vantage – 

 Call in question

 To dispute or challenge, To cast
doubt on – 

 Call it a day

 To stop working at one's job for the
rest of the day – 

 Call the shots

 To dictate how a situation or agenda
proceeds – 

 Capital punishment

  Death penalty – 

 Carrot and stick

 Reward and punishment used as
persuasive measures – 

 Carry the ball

 To have a leading role in the execu-
tion of a task or project – 
in-charge 

C IDIOMS  VERBS



 Carry the can

 To take responsibility or accept
blame – 

 Carry the day

 To win or have success – 

 Carve out a niche

 To establish a unique role for one-
self by excelling in a specific area – 

 Case in point

 A specific example of what one is
talking about – 

 Cast aspersion

 To make a highly critical remark –

 Cast-iron stomach

 A very strong stomach that can with-
stand bad food or anything – 

 Cast pearls before swine

 To present something valuable to
one who does not recognize its worth
– 



 Castles in the air

 A hope or wish that is unlikely to
come true, A daydream – 

 Cat among the pigeons

 To say or do something that is likely
to cause trouble or controversy – 

 Cat and dog life

 Quarrelsome, Inharmonious – 

 Catch a tarter

 To encounter someone that proves
more powerful, troublesome, or formi-
dable than one expected – 

 Catch red handed

 To cathc a person in the act of do-
ing something wrong – 

 Catch-22

 An extremely frustrating no-win situ-
ation – 

 Change colours

 To get frightened or nervous – 

 Chapter and verse

 Thorough and exact detail – 



 Chase rainbows

  To pursue things that are unrealis-
tic or unlikely to happen – 

 Cheek by jowl

 Side by side, Close together – 

 Chew someone out

 To scold someone – 

 Chew the cud

 To contemplate or ponder over
something – 

 Chicken-hearted

 Cowardly or fearful – 

 Child's play

 An easy task – 

 Chink in one's armour

 A minor but bery detrimental flaw
or weakness – 

 Chip off the old block

  Someone whose character or per-
sonality resembles that of their parent –

 Chip on one's shoulder

  Quarrelsome nature – 



 Class act

  A person or thing displaying impres-
sive excellence – 

 Clean hands

 Free from guilt – 

 Clean sweep

 A victory by a large margin – 

 Clear the decks

 To cease doing something in prepa-
ration for a more important task or hap-
pening, To flee hastily – 

 Cliff hanger

  A situation whose outcome is ex-
tremely doubtful until the last moment
– 

 Close call/shave

  A narrow escape – 

 Clip one's wings

  To restrict one's freedom or power
– 

 Cloak-and-dagger

  Using or involving secrecy, decep-
tion or espionage – 



 Close fisted

 Miserly – 

 Cloud nine

 A state of extreme happiness – 

 Cock and bull story

 An unbelievable tale that is intended
to deceive, A tall tale – 

 Cold feet

 Nervousness of anxiety felt before
one attempts to do something –

 Cold shoulder

  A display or appearance of disin-
terest, To ignore someone – 

unfriendly unco-op-
erative 

 Collateral damage

 Unintended damage, injuries or
deaths caused by an action – 

 Come a cropper

 To fail completely – 

 Come clean

 To confess one's wrongdoing – 



 Come full circle

 To return to the  original situation
where one or something started – 

 Come hell or high water

 No matter what happens – 

 Come of age

 To develop or progress fully – 

 Come to a head

 To reach a critical or crucial stage
(problem) – 

 Come to a standstill

 To stop completely – 

 Come to grief

 To fail or suffer a problem of set-
back – 

 Come to light

  To be revealed or exposed – 

 Cook someone's goose

 To spoil someone's plans – 



 Cook the books

 To falsify financial records for a
company or organization – accounts

(tax 

 Cool as a cucumber

 Calm and composed, especially in
times of stress – 

 Cost an arm and a leg

 To be extremely expensive – 

 Couch potato

 A lazy individual, addicted to televi-
sion-watching – 
television 

 Crack of dawn

 Very early morning – 

 Crack someone up

 To make someone laugh – 

 Creature comforts

  Things that one needs in order to
feel happy and comfortable – 

 Crocodile tears

  An insincere display of grief – 



 Cross one's fingers

 To hoep for good luck – 

 Cross swords

 To fight or argue with one – 

 Crunch time

 A critical period when pressure to
succeed is great – 

 Cry for the moon

 To ask for what is unattainable or
impossible – 

 Cry in the wilderness

 An appeal that goes unheeded – 

 Cry one's eyes out

  To weep or mourn excessively –

 Cry over spilt milk

 To be upset over something that
cannot be changed or remedied – 

 Cry wolf

 To raise a false alarm – 



 Cuckoo in the nest

  An unwelcome intruder in a place
or situation – 

 Cudgel one's brains

 To think hard about a problem –

 Curry favour

  To try to win favour from someone
– 

 Curtain lecture

 A wife's reprimands to her husband
– 

 Cushy job

 A job that is easy, stress-free, and/
or very well paid – 

 Cut a rug

 To dance – 

 Cut a sorry figure

  To make an unfavourable perform-
ance or appearance – 
perform 

 Cut above

 Superior to others within the same
category – 



 Cut corners

  To save money or effort by finding
cheaper or easier ways to do something
– 

 Cut one off without a shilling

 To stop giving money to one as a
result of disinheritance – 

 Cut no ice (with)

 To have no impact on one – 

 Cut short

 To interrupt someone so that they
stop talking, To stop abruptly – 

 Cut the crackle

  To stop talking and start the main
issue – 

 Cut the Gordian knot

  To solve a very challenging or
daunting problem effectively – 

 Cut the mustard

 To work or operate in a satisfactory
manner – 



 Cut through red tape

 To eliminate bureaucratic obstacles
– 

 Cut to the chase

  To reach the most important points
quickly – 

 Cut to the quick

 Deeply emotionally hurt or offended
– upset 

 Cutting edge

 At the newest, most advanced stage
in the development – 



 Damocles' sword

 Any imminent or eventual danger –

 Damp squib

 Someone or something that disap-
points or does not meet expectations –

 Dark horse

 Someone who unexpectedly wins a
competition – 

 Date back to

  To have originated at an earlier time
– 

 Dead letter

 An existing law or agreement that is
no longer obeyed or enforced – 

 Dead right

 Completely correct – 

 Dead ringer

 A person or thing that closely re-
sembles another – 

 Dead set against

 Completely opposed to someone or
something – 
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 Derring-do

 Heroic, brave, or daring deeds or
spirit – 

 Devil's advocate

 One who argues against or attacks
an idea or argument - even if one is in
favour of it - for the sake of debate or
to further examine its validity – 

 Die in harness

 To die while still actively working –

 Die is cast

 A final decision has been made and
there is no turning back – 

 Dime a dozen

 Cheap and common – 

 Do a roaring trade

 To do very good business – 

 Doctor the document

 To make a change in a document
unauthorizedly and for selfish purpose
– 

 Dog days

 Hot, sultry summer weather, A pe-
riod of inactivity – 



 Dog eat dog

 Characterized by ruthless behaviour
and competition – 

 Dog in the manger

 One who prevents others from en-
joying something despite having no use
for it – 

 Donkey's ears

 An exceptionally long period of time
– 

 Double take

 The act of looking twice and long
due to surprise or disbelief – 

 Down and out

 Destitute or devoid of any resources
– 

 Down in the mouth

 Unhappy and depressed – 

 Down tothe ground

 Totally, Entirely – 

 Down to the wire

 Until the last possible second – 

(competition 



 Down-to-earth

 Very realistic and practical –

 Drag one's feet/heels

  To act or work with intentional
slowness, deliberately to hold back or
delay – 

 Draw a blank

 To fail to find or remember some-
thing – 

 Draw on one's fancy

 To use one's imagination in doing
something – 

 Draw the line

  To clearly separate or create a
boundary for something – 

 Draw the longbow

 To exaggerate or overstate – 

 Drink life to the lees

 To make the most of one's life and
enjoy it – 

 Drink like a fish

 To frequently drink a lot of alcohol
– 



 Drive home

 To emphasize an important point
about something – 

 Drive someone up the wall

 To make someone very irritated or
angry – 

 Drop like flies

  To make die in great numbers – 

 Drop names

 To mention the names of important
persons as acquaintances in order to
impress the iistener – 

 Dry run

 An attempt, A practice or rehearsal
before the actual event – 

 Dutch courage

 Unusual or artificial courage arising
from the influence of alcohol – 



 Eagle eyes

 Watching everything closely and at-
tentively – 

 Eat humble pie

 To apologise for one's faults – 

 Eat like a horse

  To eat voraciously – 

 Eat one's heart out

 To feel great sadness – 

 Eat one's words

  To confess for one's words or
statements – 

 Elbow room

  Enough space to move, The free-
dom to act as one wishes – 

 Eleventh hour

 Last minutes – 

 End in a fiasco

 To fail utterly – 

 End in smoke

 To fail without producing any worth-
while result – 

E IDIOMS  VERBS



 Enough rope

 To allow someone enough liberty to
act – 

 Ethnic cleansing

 Systematic elimination of the peo-
ple of one race or community – 

 Even keel

  A calm and stable situation – 

 Evening of life

 Old age – 

 Every inch a gentleman

 Thoroughly gentle – 

 Every nook and cranny

 Every possible place – 

 Excuse my French

 To apologise for inappropriate lan-
guage – 

 Explore every avenue

 To investigate every possibility –

 Eye for an eye

 Tit for tat – 

 Eye-opener

 A shocking revelation – 

 Eye-wash

  Complete deception – 



 Face the music

  To receive punishment, To accept
the unpleasant results of one's actions
– 

 (At) Face value

  From outward appearance, From
what something first appears to be –

evaluate 

 Faint hearted

 Timid – 

 Fair and square

 Completely fairly, Without any un-
fair methods – 

 Fair crack of the whip

 A reasonable opportunity to do
something – 

 Fair-weather friend

 Someone who remains friend only
when things are going well but aban-
dons during times of trouble or diffi-
culty – 

 Fall back

 To retreat or withdraw – 

 Fall foul of

 To become disliked or to come in
conflict with someone – 
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 Fall from grace

  To fall out of favour, typically due
to having done something that spoils
one's reputation – 

 Fall into line

 To conform or agree with rules or
modes of behaviour – 

 Fall short on

 To be ineffective or impactless for
someone – 

 Fat chance

 Very little or no possibility – 

 Feather in one's cap

 An honour or accomplishment to be
proud of – 

 Feather one's own nest

 To enrich oneself by using one's in-
fluence or position or with other peo-
ple's money – 

 Feeding frenzy

 A period of intense excitement over
or interest in a person or thing – 

 Feel one's collar

 To arrest someone – 



 Feel one's pulse

  To ascertain the general mood or
opinion – 

 Feeling in one's guts

 An intuition or instinct, as opposed
to an opinion based on logic – 

 Few and far between

  Rare or seldom-seen – 

 Fight one's own battles oneself

 To try to overcome challenges with-
out help from anyone else – 

 Fight shy or

 To try to avoid confronting or en-
countering someone or something – 

 Fight to the bitter end

 To fight to the final or most critical
extremity, such as death or total defeat
– 

 Fight tooth and nail

 To fight, batter or compete with
great ferocity, vigor and intensity – 

 Find oneself in troubled waters

 To get oneself caught in a problem
– 



 Find one's feet

 To start to fell confident and to deal
with things successfully – 

confidence 

 Fish in troubled waters

 To take advantage of a confused or
troubled situation – 

 Fish out of water

 Uncomfortable – 

 Fit as a fiddle

 In good health – 

 Fit the bill

 To be helpful, useful or what is
heeded in a certain situation – 

 Fit to hold a candle (to)

 To be equal to some or something
– 

 Fixed in one's ways

 Reluctant to change one's way of
working or thinking – 

 Flash in the pan

 Someone something whose success
or popularity is short-lived – 



 Flea market

 A market, where used goods and
antiques are sold cheap – 

 Flesh and blood

 One's family member(s) – 

 Flog a dead horse

 To waste one's effort by trying to
do something that is no longer possible
– 

 Fly a kite

 To try something out to test opinion
– 

 Fly in the face (of)

  To act in clear conflict with some-
one – 

 Fly in the ointment

 A small drawback that spoils some-
thing – 

 Fly off the handle

 To be extremely angry – 

 Fly/Go off at a tangent

 To suddenly change from talking or
thinking about one thing to talking or
thinking about another – 



 Foam at the moutn

 To be extremely angry – 

 Follow one's nose

 To walk straight ahead, To trust
one's instinct when making a judgment
or decision – 

 Food for thought

 Something for someone to think
about – 

 Fool's paradise

  A state of being happy for foolish
or unfounded reasons – 

 Foot in mouth

 To unintentionally say something
foolish or offensive – 

 Foot the bill

 To pay the bill – 

 For good

  Forever, Permanently – 

 For keeps

 Forever, For a very long period of
time – 

 For the time being

 For the present until some other ar-
rangement is made – 



 Foregone conclusion

 An inevitable result – 

 Forty winks

 A nap or a brief sleep – 

 Foul play

 Illegal activity, Bad practices – 

 Free for all

 A chaotic, uncontrolled situation –

 Freudian slip

 A mistake in speaking or writing
which shows what you really think or
feel about somebody/something – 

 From pillar to post

 From one thing or place to another,
Hither and thither – 

 From scratch

 From the very beginning, From
nothing – 

 From stem to stem

 Completely or entirely, From one
end to the other – 



 Fuddy-duddy

 Someone who is old-fashioned –

 Full Monty

 Everything which is appropriate,
necessary, or possible – 

 Full of beans

  Very energetic, Nonsensical – 

 (In) Full swing

 Continuing at a fast pace – 

 Full throttle

 With as much speed and energy as
one can – 

 Fullness of time

 In an appropriate amount of time –



 Gall and wormwood

 Strong feelings of bitterness and re-
sentment – 

 Gate crasher

 One who attends anevent or party
without being invited or paying to get in
– 

 Gather roses only

 To seek all the enjoyments of life –

 Gentleman at large

 A criminal who has not been caught
and is roaming freely – 

 Get a gold star

 To earn a merit point for doing well
– performance marks

 Get a handle on

 To have a clear understanding of
something – 

 Get a new lease of life

 To get occasion or opportunity for
a renewed enjoyment in, or understaning
of something – 

 Get a raw deal

 To receive unfair or poor treatment
– 
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 Get a taste of one's own medicine

  To get an experience of the same
harmful or unpleasant thing that one has
inflicted on others – 

 Get away scot-free

 To escape from some wrongdoing
without incurring any penalty or pun-
ishment – 

 Get cold feet

 To experience nervousness or anxi-
ety before one attempts to do soething
– 

 Get down to brass tacks

 To focus on the most important as-
pects of a particular situation – 

 Get down to business

 To begin doing something with the
seriousness or determination – 

 Get into a soup

 To be in a dangerous situation, or a
difficult situation – 

 Get into hot water

 To be in a dangerous situation, or a
difficult situation – 



 Get on one's nerves

 To irritate someone – 

 Get one's own back

 To take revenge on – 

 Get one's point across

 To make people understand what
one is saying – 

 Get one's walking papers

  To get a notice of dismissal from
one'semployment – 

 Get out of bed on the wrong side

  In a bad mood all day and there is
no obvious reason for it – 

 Get out of hand

 To get out of control – 

 Get over it

 To forget your loss or disappoint-
ment and move on – 

 Get the message

 To understand the real meaning of
what someone is trying to communicate
– 



 Get the sack

 To be fired from a job or task –

 Get wind of

 To become aware of something –

 Gift of the gab

 The ability to talk confidently and
impressively – 

 Give a wide berth to

 To avoid – 

 Give and take

 The exchange of mutual compro-
mise or negotiation – 

 Give currency (to)

 To spread the usage or story to be
accepted widely – 

 Give it a shot

 To try something – 

 Give one a piece of mind

 To scold or reprimand someone –



 Give oneself the airs

 To act in a way that shows one thinks
one is better than other people – 

 Give somebody a ring

 To call someone on phone – 

 Give someone the cold shoulder

 To intentionally ignore someone or
treat someone in an unfriendly way –

 Give the devil his due

 To acknowledge the good in some-
one who is otherwise regarded unfa-
vourable – 

 Give the game away

 To reveal a plan or strategy – 

 Give the slip

  To evade or escape one – 

 Give up the ghost

 To die – 

 Give vent to

  To passionately express one's nega-
tive emotion, such as anger, frustration,
etc – 



 Give way

  To retreat or withdraw, To collapse
– 

 Gnash one's teeth

 To be in great anger – 

 Go al long way (in)

 To achieve mush success, To be
very useful or helpful – 

 Go against the grain

 To be or do something different
from what is normal or natural – 

 Go awry

  Not to happen in the way that was
hoped or planned, To fail – 

 Go back to the drawing board

 To return to the planning stage, so
that a failed project can be planned again
– 

 Go back to the salt mines

 To return to one's work – 

 Go bananas (over)

 To become angry or upset, To be
excited about – 



 Go bust

 To experience financial failure or ruin
– 

 Go down the drain

  To fail, To be squandered or wasted
– 

 Go down like a lead balloon

 To become an utter failure – 

 Go Dutch

 To divide a check or bill so that each
person contributes to it – 

 Go for a song

 To be sold for a very low price –

 Go for broke

 To give something one's full effort
– 

 Go for the jugular

 To attack or criticize someone very
severely – 

 Go hand in hand (with)

 To accompany one another harmo-
niously – 

 Go haywire

 To go wrong, To malfunction –



 Go off the air

 No longer broadcasting live – 

 Go over like a lead balloon

 To become an utter failure – 

 Go nuts

 To become extremely angry or ex-
cited – 

 Go places

 To progress or find success in some
area of one's life – 

 Go scot-free

 To escape from punishment – 

 Go the distance

 To carry through a course of action
to completion – 

 Go the extra mile

 To make a special effort to do or
achieve something – 



 Go the whole hog/Go the whole nine
yards

 To do something as thoroughly as
possible or without restraint – 

 Go through fire and water

  To face any challenges in the proc-
ess of doing or accomplishing some-
thing – 

 Go through the hoops

  To face any challenges in the proc-
ess of doing or accomplishing some-
thing  – 

 Go to rack and ruin

  To become ruined – 

 Go to somebody's head

 To make one conceited – 

 Go to the dogs

 To go to ruin, To deteriorate – 

 Go to the winds

 To be squandered or wasted –

 Go to the wire

  To risk one's life, job, reputation,
etc to help someone – 



 Go with the flow

 To be relaxed and accept a situation
– 

 God's acre

 A church graveyard – 

 God's ape

  Foolish – 

 Gone fishing

  Unaware of or disinterested to know
the things around – 

 Good Samaritan

 A person who selflessly helps oth-
ers, especially those in distress – 

 Graveyard shift

 The night shift of work in a factory
– 

 Grease someone's palm

 To bribe someone – 

 Greek to someone

 Incomprehensible to someone –

 Green fingers

 Good at making plants grow – 



 Green-eyed monster

 Jealous – 

 Greenhorn

 A very young, naive, immature, or
inexperienced person – 

 Grey area

 A field of less knowledge – 

 Grey cells / matter

 Intelligence, Brains – 

 Grist for one's mill

  Useful to somebody – 

 Gung ho

 Enthusiastically in favour of some-
thing – 



 Hale and hearty

  Completely healthy, In the pink of
one's health – 

 Half-baked

  Not well thought-out or planned –
plan 

 Half-hearted

 Done without much effort or enthu-
siasm – 

 Hammer and tongs

  With tremendous energy or effort
– 

 Hand in glove

 In close association with someone
– 

 Hand in hand

 Together, To work in conjunction –

 Hand to mouth

  Too poor to keep something re-
served for future – 

 (Win) Hands down

  Easily (win) – 

 Hang by a thread

 To be in a risky or unstable situa-
tion – 
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 Hangdog expression

 A self-pitying expression – 

 Hard and fast

 Strict and fixed (rules) – 

 Hard nut to crack

 Difficult to deal withor solve (per-
son, work) – 

 Hard of hearing

 Deaf – 

 Hard up

 Having little or no money – 

 Haul over the coals

 To scold badly for any mistake –

 Have a blast

 To have a very enjoyable or exciting
time – 

 Have a chip one one's shoulder

 Easily angered or combative – 

 Have a field day

 To have the freedom or an opportu-
nity to do a lot of something one wants
– 



 Have a finger in every pie

 To be involved in many different
activities – 

 Have a green thumb

  To be good at growing plants –

 Have a way with words

 To have talent in effective use of
words – 

 Have at one's fingertips

 To be able easily access – 

 Have something on the brain

  To be obsessed with someone or
something – 

 Have something up one's sleeves

  To have a secret plan, idea or ad-
vantage that can be utilized if and when
it is required – 

 Have the last laugh

  To triumph in the end – 

 Have too many irons in the fire

 To be doing too many things at once
– 



 (Not make) Head or tail of something

 (Not) To understand something –

 Head over heels

 Very much in love with someone –

 Heads will roll

 People will be punished by losing
their jobs – 

 Hear it on the grapevine

  To acquire information by rumour
or unofficially – 

 Heart in one's mouth

  Extremely frightened or nervous –
Nervous 

 Heart to heart talk

  An honest and open discussion –
Frank 

 Heave a sigh of relief

 To experience an intense feeling of
relief because something stressful or
unpleasant has been avoided or com-
pleted – 

 Heavy-handed

 Forceful and oppressive – 



 Heebie-jeebies

 A feeling of nervousness or uneasi-
ness – 

 Hell bent on

 Extremely determined to do some-
thing without considering the risks or
dangers – 

 Herculean task

 A very difficult work – 

 High and dry

 Left stranded and alone – 

 High and low

  Everywhere – 

 High-handed

 Arrogant and haughty – 

 Hit a purple patch  To pass through
a period of success or good fortune –

 Hit or miss

  Haphazard, Random – 

 Hit the bull's eye

 To be correct or precise – 

 Hit the nail on the head

 To do something effectively on the
right time – 



 Hit the sack

 To go to bed – 

 Hobson's choice

 Practically a condition of no choice
– 

 Hold a candle to

 To be as good as someone or some-
thing – 

 Hold one's tongue

 Not to speak – 

 Hold water

  To be sound and valid – 

 Hole and corner method

 Secret and dishonest method – 

 Hook, line and sinker

 Completely, All of it – 

 Hope, skip and a jump

 Very close, Nearby – 

 Hope against hope

 To have hope even in a hopeless
situation – 



 Hornets' nest

 A situation full of trouble, compli-
cations and opposition – 

 Hot potato

 A controversial, delicate and risky
issue – 

 House of cards

 A weak plan, structure etc. – 

 Hue and cry

 A loud public protest – 

 Hunky Dory

 Perfectly satisfactory and fine –

 Husband one's resources

 To collect resources from different
sources for any purpose – 



 Icing on the cake

  An additional benefit to something
already good – 

 If it's not one thing, it's another

 Many unfortunate, stressful things
keep happening in quick succession –

 Ill at ease

 Nervous, Anxious – 

 In a fix

  In a bad situation – 

 In a flash

 Instantly – 

 In a jiffy

 Instantly, Without delay – 

 In a nutshell

 In brief – 

 In a rut

 Seemingly trapped or stuck in a
mundane, non-changing pattern of life,
work or personal behavior – 
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 In a tight corner

 In a very difficult situation – 

 In an instant

  Quickly – 

 In another's shoes

  In somebody's situation or life-style
– 

 In apple-pie order

  Neat and orderly – 

 In bad taste

 Inappropriate, offensive or vulgar –

 In black and white

 In written – 

 In broad daylight

 In the open light of day – 

 In clover

 In a very good (financial) condition
– 

 In cold blood

 Cruelly and without any remorse
(murder) – 



 In deep water

 In a very difficult condition – 

 In dire straits

 In a very difficult condition – 

 In Dutch

 In troble with someone – 

 In fine feather

 In remarkably attractive clothing, In
excellent form, health or homour – 

 In harness

 On duty, At work – 

 In high dudgeon

 Angrily, With resentment – 

 In high spirits

 Happy, excited and energetic – 

 In hot water

 In trouble – 

 In tandem

  One behind another simultaneously
– 



 In the air

 Everywhere, Evident in the immedi-
ate surroundings – 

 In the dark

 Ignorant or uninformed about some-
thing – 

 In the doghouse

 In trouble with someone – 

 In the driver's seat

 In control, In charge – 

 In the egg

 Composed of both good and bad
aspects – 

 In the eye of the storm

 Deeply caught in a difficult situation
– 

 In the good books of

 One's favourite or having one's ap-
proval – favourite

 In the lap of luxury

 Having a luxurious life – 



 In the long run

 In the end, Over a lengthy period of
time – 

 In the nick of time

 At the last possible moment before
the deadline – 

 In the offing

 In the future, About to happen soon
– 

 In the pink

 In very good health or condition –

 In the red

 In debt, In financial difficulty –

 In the running

 In competition and having a chance
to win – 

 In the saddle

 In control, In a dominant position –

 In the same boat

 In the same situation – 

 In the soup

 In trouble, In a bad situation – 



 In two minds

 In dilemma, In a condition of inde-
cision – 

 In two shakes

 Very quickly – 

 In vogue

 In fashion or currency – 

 Ins and outs

 The particular details of situation or
task – 

 It takes two to tango

 Anything can't happen by one per-
son alone – 

 Itchy feet

 A strong urge to go on a travel/jour-
ney – 

 (Live in) Ivory tower

 A condition of remoteness from
worldly or practical affairs – 



 Jaw dropped

 Completely surprised – 

 Jump down one's throat

  To shout or scold angrily – 

 Jump on the bandwagon

 To blindly follow something that is
quite popular – 

 Jump to a conclusion

 To make decision/draw conclusion
hastily without proper facts – 

 Jump ship

 To leave one's job to join a rival or-
ganisation – 
organisation join 
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 Keep a level head

 To be calm and sensible even in a
difficult situation – 

 Keep abreast of

 To stay up-to-date with – 

 Keep an eye on

  To watch or monitor closely – 

 Keep open house

 To provide hospitality for visitors –

 Keep at arm's length

 To avoid intimacy or close contact
with – 

 Keep at bay

 To prevent something from harm-
ing or attacking you – 

 Keep body and soul together

 To survive on a bare income – 

 Keep chin up

 To keep one's spirit high, To act
confident and brave – 

 Keep ear close to the ground

 To keep a close watch on the situa-
tion – 
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 Keep eyes peeled

  To remain watchful or vigilant –

 Keep fingers crossed

 To hope for a good outcome of
something – 

 Keep head

 To remain calm and composed in a
difficult situation – 

 Keep head above water

 To manage a stressful condition (par-
ticularly financial) – 

 Keep in abeyance

 To stall or postpone someting – 

 Keep in the dark

 To keep someone uninformed –

 Keep one's word

 To do as one has promised – 

 Keep pants on

 To remain calm and patient while
waiting for something – 



 Keep the pot boiling

 To ensure that the process keeps
going or remains active – 

 Keep the wolf from the door

 To keep from starving or poverty –

 Keep under one's hat

 To keep something secret – 

 Keep under wraps

 To keep something a secret – 

 Keep up one's appearances

 To act as if everything is normal or
fine in times of trouble – 

 Kick in the teeth

 A humiliating disappointment or set-
back – 

 Kick the bucket

 To die – 

 Kick up a row

 To create a scene – 

 Kill two birds with one stone

 To complete two tasks with a single
action – 



 Kindred spirit

 An individual with the same beliefs
or feelings as oneself – 

 King of metals

 Gold – 

 Kith and kin

 One's relatives – 

 Knee-jerk reaction

 A quick and spontaneous response
– 

 Knit brows

 To show that you are thinking or
worried – 

 Know which way the wind blows

 To be able to anticipate how a cer-
tain situation is likely to develop – 



 Lame duck

  Someone that needs help, An offi-
cial serving his last term in office – 

 Lap dog

 A person who is ready to obey or
serve someone for his favour – 

 Larger than life

  More important, impressive or ex-
citing than the average person or thing
– 

 Last laugh

 A victory achieved in the face of
someone's doubt or mockery – 

 Lat straw

 The last little burden or problem that
causes everything to collapse – 

 Last-ditch attempt

 A final effort or attempt to solve a
problem or avoid failure or defeat – 

 Laughing stock

  Someone or something that is the
target of ridicule – 

L IDIOMS  VERBS



 Lay it on thick

 To exaggerate or over-state praise,
excuses or blame – 

 Lead astray

 To direct or guide someone in the
wrong direction – 

 Lead someone by the nose

 To exert a high degree of control
over someone – 

 Lead with one's chin

 To behave very aggressively, caus-
ing a fight or argument – 

 Leaps and bounds

 Rapidly or in quick progress for-
ward – 

 Learn by heart

  To learn something very thoroughly
– 

 Leave the rope

 To learn or understand the basic de-
tails of how to do or perform a job or
activity – 

 Leave in the lurch

  To abandon or desert someone in
difficulty – 



 Leave no stone unturned

  To make every possible effort to
do something – 

 Leave one high and dry

 To leave someone in a difficult situ-
ation which one is unable to do any-
thing about – 

 Left in the dark

 To be kept uninformed about some-
thing – 

 Left-handed compliment

 An insulting or negative comment
disguised as praise – 

 Lend an ear

 To listen to someone or what some-
one has to say – 

 Let bygones be bygones

  To stop focusing on something that
happened in the past – 

 Let one's hair down

 To behave freely and enjoy – 

 Let sleeping dogs lie

 Do not disturb a situation which
could cause trouble – 



 Let someone off

 To pardon, release or allow some-
one to escape from blame – 

 Let something slip through one's fin-
gers

 To fail to achieve something or make
use of an opportunity – 

 Let the cat out of the bag

 To reveal a secret – 

 Let the chips fall where they may

 To let something happen without
worrying about the consequences – 

 Let the grass grow under one's feet

  To be inactive, To do nothing –

 Level playing field

  A situation that is balanced and fair
– 

 Light at the end of the tunnel

 An indication that a long period of
difficulty is nearing an end – 

 Like a cat on hot bricks

 To be anxious and restless – 
nervous 



 Like a phoenix

 Emerging from a catastrophe
stronger and more powerful – 

 Lion's mouth

 A place or situation that is fraught
with risk or danger – 

 Lion's share

 The largest part or portion of some-
thing – 

 Lip service

  Insincere verbal expression of
agreement or support – 

 Live from hand to mouth

  To live in poor circumstances –

 Live wire

 A very lively or energetic person –

 Lock horns (with)

 To engage in a fight or argument with
– 

 Lock, stock and barrel

 Entirely or completely – 

 Long and short of it

 The most important point, The sum-
mary of the matter – 



 Long face

 Very sad or unhappy – 

 Long shot

 Something that has a very small
chance of succeeding – 

 Look before you leap

 Carefully consider the possible con-
sequences before taking action – 

 Look blank

 To be expressionless, appear dumb-
struck or overwhelmed – 

 Look down one's nose (at)

 To regard oneself as superior to oth-
ers and thus act in a haughty or snob-
bish manner – 

 Look someone in the eye/face

 To look directly at someone with-
out showing embarrassment, fear or
shame – 

 Lose face

 To lose prestige or respect – 

 Lose one's head

 To lose one's composure and act in
anger – 



 Mad as a badger

 Crazy – 

 Maiden speech

 One's first speech – 

 Make a beeline (for)

 To head directly and quickly toward
something or some place – 

 Make a clean breast (of)

 To confess one's misdeeds or
wrongdoings  – 

 Make a fuss about

 To have an excessive reaction to
someone or something – 

 Make a long story short

 To get to the point – 

 Make a mint

 To earn a very large amount of
money – 

 Make a mountain out of a molehill

 To exaggerate or put too much fo-
cus on a minor issue and make it seem
like a major one – 
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 Make a pile

  To earn a very large amount of
money – 

 Make a scene

 To create a loud, typically angry dis-
turbance or display in public – 

 Make a song and a dance (about)

 To worry or be excited about some-
thing which is not very important – 

 Make amends for

 To compensate someone for a griev-
ance or injury – 

 Make an ass out of

  To act in a foolish way – 

 Make believe

 Something that does not exist in re-
ality, Imaginary – 

 Make both ends meet

 To earn just enough money to pay
one's daily expenses – 

 Make ducks and drakes of

 To squander or waster – 



 Make flesh creep

 To cause one to feel frightened –

 Make from scratch

 To start a work from initial stage –

 Make fun of

 To mock or ridicule someone or
something – 

 Make good the loss

 To compensate for the loss – 

 Make headway

 To make progress – 

 Make light of

 To treat something as insignificant
or unimportant – 

 Make no bones about it

 To be frank about something – 

 Make nonsense of

 To treat something serious or im-
portant in a silly or ridiculous manner –

 Make one's hair stand on end

 To scare or horrify someone – 



 Make one's mark

 To achieve distinction or recogni-
tion – 

 Make one's mouth water

 To cause one to eagerly anticipate
or desire something – 

 Make or break

 To cause either to succeed or to fail
– 

 Make room (for others)

  To provide space for someone or
something – 

 Make up one's mind

 To make a final decision after a pe-
riod of consideration – 

 Man of his word

 A man who keeps promises, who
can be trusted – 

 Man of letters

 A scholar – 

 Man of means

 A wealthy man – 

 Man of parts

 A man of many talents, Versatile –



 Man of straw

 A weak or cowardly person – 

 Mare's nest

 Something supposed to be extraor-
dinary but imaginary – 

 Mealy-mouthed

  Hesitant or unwilling to state some-
thing directly – 

 Measure up (to)

  To meet a particular requirement,
standard or expectation – 

 Meet someone halfway

 To compromise with someone, of-
ten in an argument or disagreement –

 Meet one's match

  To encounter one's equal or supe-
rior in ability, skill in a competition –

 Mend fences

  To improve a damaged relationship
– 



 Mend one's ways

 To improve one's behaviour – 

 Midas touch

 The ability to make out of anything
that one undertakes – 

 Mince matter / words

  To speak vaguely or indirectly  – 

 Mind one's P's and Q's

  To be polite and well behaved, To
mind one's manners – 

 Mint condition

 Appearing to be brand-new and un-
used – 

 Miss the boat / bus

 To lose the chance or opportunity
to do something – 

 Moot point

 A debatable question, An issue open
to argument – 

 Moral fibre

 Ethical courage or character – 



 More than meets the eye

  Having more merit, import or fac-
ets than is initially perceived – 

 Move heaven and earth

 To do everything that one can to
make something happen – 

 Move up in the world

 To elevate or improve one's social,
political and / or financial position in
life – 

 Mover and shaker

 A person who wields power and in-
fluence in a particular activity or field –

 Much ado about nothing

  A lot of commotion or excitement
over something insignificant – 

 Mud-slinging

  The act of saying insulting or unfair
things about someone else to damage
that person's reputation – 

 Music to one's ears

  Very pleasing information, excellent
news – 



 Nail in one's coffin

 Something that will eventually con-
tribute to someone or something's
downfall or death – 

 Nail one's colours to the mast

 State own opinions or beliefs about
something clearly and publicly, To
refuse to cease or surrender – 

 Nail-biter / biting

  Causing anxiety because of uncer-
tainty of the outcome (in competition)
– 

 Neck and crop

 Completely and abruptly – 

 Neck and neck

  Extremely close together (in a race
or contest) – 

 Neither fish nor fowl

 Not something fitting any category
under discussion – 
fit 

 New kid on the block

  A new arrival in a place, group or
organization – 
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 Nineteen to the dozen

 Very rapidly or energetically – 

 (In the) Nick of time

 At the last possible moment before
a deadline – 

 Nip in the bud

 To stop or prevent something at the
beginning or early phase, before it be-
comes too difficult or unmanageabel –

 Nitty gritty

 The specific facts or details of some-
thing – 

 No holds barred

 Having no restraints or restrictions
– 

 No horse in this race

 Not interested in or affected by the
outcome of something – 

 No love lost

 Nothing but animosity or disrespect
for one another – 

 No spring chicken

 No longer young or youthful – 



 Not bat an eyelid

 To show no sings of emotional re-
action even when something bad hap-
pens – 

 Not have a clue

  Not to have even a hint about some-
one or something – 

 Not one's cup of tea

 Not something one prefers, desires
or enjoys – 

 Not to look a gift horse in the mouth

 Not to accept free favours in a criti-
cal and thankless spirit – 

 Not to mince matters

 To speak without regard to whether
one's words may upset someone – 

 Now and then

 Occasionally – 

 Null and void

 No longer valid, legitimate or en-
forceable – 

 Nuts and bolts

 The most fundamental or essential
aspects of something – 



 Odds and ends

 Miscellaneous things – 

 Of no account

 Of no or little importance – 

 Of no avail

 Of or having very little or no benefit
or use – 

 Off and on

 Intermittently – Irregu-
larly

 Off colour

 Looking or feeling ill – 

 Off the hook

  Freed from or pardoned of a blame
– 

 Off the key

  Not in tune (in music) – 

 Off the mark

 Inaccurate or wrong, Irrelevant –
Irrelevant

 Off the rails

  In a state of chaos, dysfunction or
disorder – 
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 Off the record

  Not recorded for official publica-
tion, Informally – statement 

 Off-hand

 Without preparation, Extemporane-
ously – 

 Old head on young shoulders

 A young person who acts or speaks
like an expert or experienced person –

 Old wives' tale

 A myth or superstition – 

 Olive branch

 A symbol, expression or gesture of
peace or reconciliation – 

 On a level (with)

 Equal in quality or standard – 
standard 

 On a roll

  In the midst of  a series of suc-
cesses – 

 On cloud nine

  In a state of extreme, euphoric hap-
piness – 



 On edge

 Anxious and tense – 

 On one's last legs

 Weak or in very bad condition – 

 On second thought

 Having reconsidered or revised
one's opinion of something – 

 On tenterhooks

 In a state of anxious, excited or nerv-
ous suspense – 

 On the brink of disaster

 On the verge of getting destroyed –

 On the cards

 Very likely or certain to happen –

 On the cuff

 With the promise that payment will
be given in the future – 

 On the cusp

 On the verge of the start of some
major development – 



 On the horns of a dilemma

 Struggling to choose between two
problematic situations – 

 On the level

 Honest, straightforward and sincere
– 

 On the same page

  Having the same understanding or
amount of knowledge – 

 On the spur of the moment

 Very suddenly and / or without
preparation beforehand – 

 On the wrong side of seventy

  To be more than seventy years in
age – 

 On thin ice

 Precariously close to getting into
trouble or danger – 

 On top of the world

 Extremely happy – 

 On one's toes

 Extremely happy – 



 Once and for all

 Permanently – 

 Once in a blue moon

 Very rarely – 

 Open book

 One who acts honestly, with no se-
crets – 

 Other fish to fry

 Other, more important matters to
deal with – 

 Out and out

 Thoroughly, Wholly – 

 Out of date

 Outdated, No longer in fashion –

 Out of character

 Unlike one's usual behaviour – 

 out at elbows

 Wearing shabby, worn out clothing
(indicative of being poor) – 

 Out of hand

 Uncontrolled – 

 Out of one's hair

 No longer annoying one's burden –



 Out of one's wits

 Completely confused – con-
fused

 Out of print

 No longer being printed and sold
by a publisher – 

 Out of question

 Not possible, Having no chance –

 Out of sorts

 Slightly unwell, upset or annoyed –
Upset 

 Out of the blue

 Completely unexpectedly – 

 Out of the bos (thinking)

  Unconventional, new and creative
– 

 Out of the frying pan into the fire

 From a bad situation into one that is
even worse – 

 Out of the woods

 No longer in danger or dealing with
a particular difficulty – 



 Out of thin air

 Suddenly and unexpectedly –

 Out of this world

 Extraordinary, Very exciting or im-
pressive – 

 Over and over (again)

 Again and again, Repeatedly – 

 Over egg the pudding

 To make something worse by trying
too hard to improve a situation – 



 Pain in the neck

 An irritating, aggravating or obnox-
ious person, thing or situation – 

 Paddle one's own canoe

 To act independently – 

 Paint the town red

 To go out and enjoy, often drinking
alcohol and dancing – 

 Pale into insignificance

 To lose importance or value over
time or compared to to something else
– 

 Pandora's box

 A process that once begun gener-
ates many complicated problems –

 Paper tiger

 An apparently powerful but actually
ineffectual person or thing – 

 Part and parcel

 An essential or fundamental part or
aspect – unavoidable 

P IDIOMS  VERBS



 Pass muster

  To meet the required standards –

 Pass oneself off as

 To pretend someone or something
as something else – 

 Pass the buck

  To pass the blame or responsibility
to someone else – 

 Pay old scores

  To take revenge – 

 Pay on the nail

 To pay (someone) immediately – 

 Pay through the nose

 To pay an exorbitant amount of
money for something – 

 Pecking order

 The hierarchy within a group or or-
ganization – Rank

 Photo finish

  Any competition in which the con-
testants are separated by a very small
margin – close
finish



 Pick a hole in one's coat

 To find flaws or negative aspects in
something through excessive analysis or
criticism – 

 Pie in the sky

 An impossible, unlikely or fanciful
idea or plan – 

 Piece of cake

 An extremely easy work – 

 Pin money

 A small amount of money used for
treats or other minor expenses – 

 Pink slip

  An order for dismissal – 

 Pipe dream

 A dream or idea that is impossible
to accomplish – idea, 

 Plain sailing

 Smooth and easy progress – 



 Play by ear

 To make decision about the course
of action a flexible way, based on the
circumstances rather than on rules – 

 Play ducks and drakes with

 To squander something – 
Waste

 Play fast and loose (with)

 To act carelessly, unreliably and ir-
responsibly – 

 Play havoc (with)

  To disrupt, damage or destroy
something – 

 Play second fiddle

 To take a subordinate role to some-
one or something – 

 Play with fire

 To take unnecessary and dangerous
risks – 

 Point blank

 Directly and to the point, At an ex-
tremely close distance – 



 Poker face

  A blank, emotioaless expression,
Deadpan – 

 Pot calling the  kettle black

 A situation in which someone ac-
cusing another person of a fault is also
guilty of the same fault – 

 Pound the pavement

 To walk through the streets looking
for a boj – 

 Prim and proper

 Very correctly behaved and easily
shocked by anything that is rude – 

 Pros and cons

 The various positive ('pros') and
negative ('cons') aspects of something
– 

 Pull a fast one (on)

 To carry out a trick, deception or
practical joke – 

 Pull a rabbit out of one's hat

 To de something surprising and
seemingly impossible – 



 Pull no punches

 To act without restraint or limitations
– 

 Pull one's chain

 To teaste one, often by trying to
convince them of something that isn't
true – 

 Pull one's weight

 To do one's own share, as of work
– 

 Pull oneself together

 To calm oneself down and begin to
think or act appropriately – 

 Pull out all the stops

 To do something with maximum ef-
fort or ability – 

 Pull the plug

 To remove the means for something
to continue – 

 Pull someone's leg

 To tease or joke with someone –

 Pull up one's socks

 To make a sincere attempt to im-
prove – 



 Pup's chance

 Very slim or no chance – 

 Push up daisies

 Dead and buried – 

 Put a spoke in one's wheel

 To disrupt, foil or cause problems
to one's plan, activity or project – 

 Put in a nut-shell

 To explain in brief – 

 Put on airs

 To think or behave as though one is
superior to others – 

 Put one's best foot forward

 To try to make the best start for the
best possible impression – 

 Put one's cards on the table

 To be completely open and honest
in declaring one's resources, intentions
or attitude – 

 Put one's foot down

 To take a firm stand – 
stand



 Put one's hand to the plough

 To begin or get busy working – 

 Put one out of countenance

 To make someone uneasy or
ashamed – 

 Put the cat among the pigeons

 To do or say something that is likely
to cause alarm, controversy, or unrest
among a lot of people – 

 Put the cart before the horse

 To put or do things in the wrong
order – 

 Put the saddle on right horse

 To accuse the actual guilty – 

 Put to the sword

 To slay or execute someone – 

 Put two and two together

 To figure something out from the
available information – 

 Put one's own house in order

 To make one's own affairs right,
before or instead of criticizing some-
one else – 



 Put oneself in someone's shoes

 To imagine oneself in the situation
or circumstances of another person –

 Pyrrhic victory

 A victory gained at too great a cost
– 



 Queer fish

 Someone who is very strange –

 Quick fix

 A fast and often temporary solution
to a problem – tem-
porary 

 Quick on the trigger

 Quick to respond to anything – 
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 Rack and ruin

 Utter destruction or ruination – 

 Rack one's brain

  To strain to remember something
or discover a solution – 

 Raining cats and dogs

 To rain extremely heavily – 

 Rainy day

 A time of need or trouble – 

 Raise eyebrows

 To lift one's eyebrows in a display
of shock, surprise or offense – 

 Rank and file

  The ordinary members of a group,
not the leaders – 

 Rare bird

 An unusual person, A person with
rare talents or abilities – 

 Rat race

 A fierce competition – 
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 Read between the lines

 To infer or understand the real or
hidden meaning behind the surface ap-
pearance of something – 

 Red carpet

 A grand welcome or reception for
someone – 

 Red herring

 Something irrelevant that diverts at-
tention away from the main problem or
issue – 

 Red letter day

 An important day – 

 Red rag to a bull

 Something always makes a particu-
lar person very angry – 

 Red tape

 Official forms and procedures, es-
pecially those that are complex and time
consuming  – 

 Rest on one's laurels

 To stop trying because one is satis-
fied with one's past achievements – 



 (Without) Rhyme or reason

 Without clear or understandable
logic, order, purpose or meaning – 

 Ride high

 To experience success currently –

 Ride roughshod over

 To treat someone or something with
marked brutality or contempt – 

 Rift in the lute

 A small problem of flaw in some-
thing that endangers the whole – 

 Rise and shine

 Wake up, get out of bed, and start
your day! – 

 Rise like a phoenix

 To emerge from a catastrophe
stronger, smarter and more powerful –

 Rise with the lark

 To get up early in the morning –

 Rock the boat

 To disturb a situation that is other-
wise stable and satisfactory – 



 Rub the wrong way

 To irritate someone – 

 Rue the day

 To curse or bitterly regret a point in
time – 

 Ruffle somebody's feather

 To annoy, irritate or upset someone
– 

 Rule of thumb

 A broadly accurate guide or princi-
ple, based on experience or practice
rather than theory – 

 Rule the roost

  To be the real boss, To be the per-
son in charge – 

 Run-of-the-mill

 To behave in a frenzied, out-of-con-
trol or unrestrained manner – 

 Run amok

 To run haphazardly or chaotically –

 Run helter-skelter

 To continue to its logical or natural
conclusion – 



 Run its course

 To lose one's energy, motivation or
enthusiasm to continue doing something
– 

 Run out of steam

 To get out of control, To behave
violently – 

 Run riot

 To get out of control, To behave
violently – 

 Run the gauntlet

 To endure a series of problems,
threats or criticism – 

 Rustly needle

 Badly damaged but still working –



 Sacred cow

 A person or thing beyond criticism
or questioning – 

 Safe and sound

 Unharmed and whole or healthy –

 Safe bet

 A person or thing that is certain to
be good or successful – 

 Sail close to the wind

 To do something risky or danger-
ous – 

 Sail in the same boat

 To be in the same (unpleasant) situ-
ation as other people – 

 Salad days

  The time of youth, innocence and
inexperience – 

 Salt of the earth

  A very good or worthy person –

 Save someone's bacon

 To rescue one from failure, danger
or disaster – 
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 Save one's skin

 To rescue oneself from failure, dan-
ger or disaster – 

 Saved by the bell

 Saved or spared from difficulty or
misfortune by some intervention at the
very last moment – 

 Saving grace

 A quality of something or someone
that hides his/its negative aspects – 

 Scapegoats

  One that is made to bear the blame
of others – 

 Scot free

 Without incurring any penalty or pun-
ishment – 

 Seamy side  The corrupt or unpleas-
ant aspect of something – 

 See eye to e

ye

 To agree with someone – 

 See red

 To become very angry – 



 See through the rose coloured
glasses

 To take an optimistic view of some-
thing – 

 Seed money

 Money used to start a business or
other venture – 

 Seize the nettle

 To deal with a difficulty boldly and
energetically – 

 Sell like hot cakes

  To sell very quickly – 

 Send someone to conventry

 To ignore or refuse to communicate
with one, typically as a form of punish-
ment – 

 Send someone packing

 To tell someone very forcefully to
leave a place or to leave their job – 

 Separate the wheat from the chaff

 To separate the good or valuable
from that which is inferior – 



 Set the bait

 To prepare a trap to catch someone
or something – 

 Set the record straight

  To put right a mistake or misunder-
standing – 

 Set the Thames on fire

  To do wonderful or exciting things
– 

 Set one's face against

 To be strongly opposed to or dis-
approving of something – 

 Shake in one's shoes

 To be very nervous or afraid – 

 Sharp practices

 Dishonest or deceitful dealings, es-
pecially in business – 

 Shifting sands (of)

 The constantly changing circum-
stances or aspects of something – 

 Shoot fish in a barrel

 Exceptionally easy to do or accom-
plish – 



 Shoot from the hip

  To speak or act rashly, carelessly
or bluntly without consideration – 

 Short shrift

 A minimarl amount of time, atten-
tion or consideration given to someone
– 

 Shot in the dark

 A guess with very little or no chance
of its accuracy – 

 Shoulder to shoulder

 Together or in cooperation for a
shared goal or purpose – 

 Show someone a clean pair of heels

 To flee away from somewhere – 

 Show the white feather

 To act like or appear to be a cow-
ard – 

 Show one's true colours

 To reveal what one truly believes,
thinks, or wants – 



 Sink or swim

 To fail or succeed – 

 Sit in judgement

 To judge or decide if somebody is
wrong or right – 

 Sit on the fence

 Not to take sides in a dispute – 

 Sit pretty

 To be or remain in an ideal situation
or advantageous position – 

 Sit well with

 To be acceptable to someone –

 Sitting duck

 Something that is unprotected and
vulnerable to an easy attack – 

 (at) Sixes and sevens

 Confused, Disorganized, Disorderly
– 

 Sixth sense

 A supposed power to know or feel
things that are not perceptible by the
five senses – 



 Slap on the wrist

 A mild punishment or warning – 

 Sleep with the fishes

 To be murdered and have one's body
disposed of in a river – 

 Slippery customer

 A clever and deceitful person –

 Smack in the face

 Something that will humiliate some-
one – 

 Small fry

 An unimportant or inconsequential
person or thing – 

 Smell a rat

 To suspect that something is wrong
– 

 Smoking gun

 The indisputable evidence of guilt –

 Smooth sailing

 Progress or advancement that is free
from troubles – 



 Snake in the grass

 A treacherous person – 

 Soft option

 A possible course of action that does
not require as much effort – 

 Sow one's wild oats

 To behave foolishly and indulge in
excess while one is young – 

 Sow the dragon's teeth

 To do something that unintention-
ally leads to trouble – 

 Spanner in the works

 Something that ruins or causes prob-
lems to an activity or project – 

 Speak one's mind

 To voice one's thoughts plainly or
bluntly – 

 Speak volumes of /for

 To reveal or indicate a great deal
about someone or something – 

 Spick and span

 Neat and clean – 



 Spill the beans

 To reveal the secret  – 

 Spin a yarn

 To tell a lie or only part of the truth
in order to deceive one – 

 Spin one's wheels

 To waste one's time or energy idly
or frivolously – 

 Spit blood / venom

 To be very angry – 

 Spit feathers

 To be very thirsty – 

 Split hairs

 To make or focus on trivial or petty
details – 

 Spot on

 Exactly right, Perfectly accurate –

 Spread like a wild fire

 To spread, circulate or propagate
very quickly and widely – 



 (On the) Spur of the moment

 Impulsively or spontaneously with-
out prior preparation – 

 Square peg in a round hole

 A person who does not fit in or is
not comfortable with others or in a par-
ticular situation – 

 Stand in good stead

 To be of great use and benefit to
someone – 

 Stand one's ground

 To prepare oneself and maintain
one's position during an attack – 

 Stand-offish

 Unfriendly and aloof – 

 Start from scratch

 To start from the very beginning,
To start from nothing – 

 State of the art

 The highest level of development,
as of a device, technique or scientific
field – 

 Status quo

 The existing condition or state of
affairs – 



 Steal a march over / on

 To gain an unexpected advantage
over someone or something – 

initia-
tive 

 Steal someone's thunder

 To grab the attention or praise that
one had been expecting or receiving for
some accomplishment – 

 Steal the show

 To be the centre of attention – 

 Steer clear of

 To avoid someone or something –

 Stem the tide

 To stop something from continuing
or worsening – 

 Step on it

 To go faster or as fast as one can –

 Step on someone's toes

 To insult, offen, or upset someone
– 



 Stick to one's guns

 To remain determined in one's opin-
ion, belief or perspective – 

 Stick one's neck out

 To make oneself vulnerable by tak-
ing a risk – 

 Sticky end

 An unpleasant finish or death – 

 Stiff-necked

 Proud and uncompromising – 

 Stone's throw

 A short distance – 

 Storm in a teacup

 Upset or annoyed about something
that is not at all important – 

 Straight faced

 With a serious, unsmiling face – 

 Straight from the horse's mouth

 From the original or most reliable
source – 



 Strain every nerve / sinew

 To make every possible effort – 

 Straw in the wind

 A minor event or action that pre-
dicts a future event – 

 Straw man

 A weak proposition or argument –

 Strike a chill to the heart

 To make someone extremely fearful
– 

 Strike a chord

  To trigger a strong emotional re-
sponse to something – 

 Strike a sour note

  To indicate or introduce something
unfortunate, unpleasant or disagreeable
– 

 Sum and substance

 The central or most important idea
or part of something, The essence of
something – 



 Swan song

 A farewell or final appearance, ac-
tion or work – Performance

 Sweep things under the carpet

 To ignore, deny or conceal from
public view or knowledge something em-
barrassing, unappealing or damaging –

 Sweep under the rug

  To ignore, deny or conceal from
public view or knowledge something em-
barrassing, unappealing or damaging –

 Sweeping statement

 A statement which applies to all
things of a particular kind – 

 Swelled head / Swollen headed

  Conceited – 

 Swim / Go against the tide

 To go against or disagree with a pre-
vailing or popularly held opinion – 

 Swim with the tide

  To go along or agree with the pre-
vailing or popularly held opinio – 



 Take a toll on

 To affect something adversely – 

 Take at one's word

 To believe what one says – 

 Take a cue from

 To use someone's behaviour or re-
actions as a guide – hint

 Take for granted

 To consider something as being al-
ways or unfailingly true, correct, real or
available – 

 Take forty winks

 To take short nap – 

 Take French leave

 To go on leave without information
or permission – 

 Take heart

  To feel courage or comfort from
some fact – 

 Take into account

 To think about, consider and keep
in mind – 
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 Take it in one's stride

 Not to be unsettled or interrupted
by something – 

 Take it on the chin

 To endure difficulty or failure with
patience – 

 Take liberties with

 To freely use or abuse something –

 Take someone for a ride

 To deceive someone – 

 Take someone to task

 To scold someone – 

 Take something with a pinch / grain
of salt

 To consider or evaluate something
keeping in mind that it may not be com-
pletely true or accurate – 

 Take stock of

 To make an assessment of some-
thing – 

 Take the bulls by its horns

 To deal with a problem directly and
boldly – 



 Take the cake

 To be the worst in a series of nega-
tive actions – 

 Take the plunge

 To commit oneself to do something
challenging, To marry – 

 Take thee at thy word

 To be convinced of another's sin-
cerity and act in accord with his or her
statement – 

 Take to heart

 To treat something as significant, To
be deeply affected or upset by – 

 Take to one's heels

 To flee away from – 

 Take up the hatchet

 To fight violently – 

 Talk of the town

  An issue of wide discussion – 

 Talk shop

 To talk about one's work at a social
gathering – 



 Talk through/out of one's hat

 KTo speak foolishly – 

 Tall order

 A formidable tast – 

 Tall tales

 An exaggerated story or description
– 

 Teething problems

 Initial problems – 

 Tempt providence / fate

 To take a severe risk – 

 The alpha and omega

 The beginning and the end, The en-
tirety of something – 

 The balloon goes up

 The situation becomes serious or
critical – 

 The be all and end all

 Of most significance, Essential or
ultimate – 

 The common weal

 The common good of public soci-
ety – 



 The elephant in the room

 A serious or embarrassing problem
that everyone is aware of but which they
ignore and choose not to mention – 

 The gnomes of Zurich

 (Swiss) Financers or bankers hav-
ing negative influence – bank-
ers

 The jury is out

 A decision has not been made yet –

 The man in the street

 Common people  – 

 The need of the hour

 The most important need at that
momnent – 

 The order of the day

 Necessary in a particular situation –

 The real McCoy

 The authentic or genuine article –

 The salt of the earth

 The most genuine or worthy person
– 



 The thin end of the wedge

 The initial stage of something bad –

 Thick and fast

 In large number/amount and rapidly
– 

 Thick-skinned

 Not easily upset by abuse or criti-
cism – 

 Thin-skinned

 Easily upset by even slightest criti-
cism – 

 Through thick and thin

 In all (good or bad) conditions –

 Throw a spanner

 To disrupt or cause problem in a
work – 

 Throw cold water on

 To discourage or prevent a plan
from execution – 

 Throw down the gauntlet/glove

 To challenge someone – 



 Throw dust into one's eyes

 To deceive or mislead someone –

 Throw in the towel/sponge

 To give up the effort, To admit de-
feat or failure – 

 Throw one's weight around

 To exercise one's position of au-
thority, power or influence to get a work
done – 

 Throw someone in at the deep end

 To force one to begin doing some-
thing very complex or unfamiliar sud-
denly and without guidance, assistance
or preparation – 

 Throw up one's cards

 To give up, To admit defeat – 

 Throw up the sponge

 To give up a contest, To admit de-
feat – 

 Thumb one's nose at

 To openly show contempt toward
someone or something – 

 Tie the knot

 To marry – 



 Till the cows come home

 For a very long, Indefinite amount
of time – 

 Time and again

 Again and again – Repeat-
edly

 Tip of the iceberg

 Initial and small evidence of a much
larger problem – 

 To a T

 Perfectly, Completely, Exactly – 

 To all intents and purposes

 In every practical sense – 

 To be taken aback

 To be surprised or shocked –

 To one's heart's content

 To one's complete satisfaction – 

 To pigeonhole

 To decide that someone or some-
thing belongs to a particular type or
group, especially without knowing
much about them, To ignore something
– 



 To the letter

 Exactly as instructed – 

 Toe the line

 To adhere to the rules of something
– 

 Token strike

 A brief strike intended to convery
trength of feeling on a disputed issue –

 Too many chiefs and not enough In-
dians

 There are too many people trying to
manage or organize something and not
enough people willing to actually do the
work – 

 Tongue in cheek

 Humorous or intended as a joke,
though appearing to be serious –

serious 

 Top notch

  The absolute best, Excellent – 

 Touch and go

  Extremely uncertain as to the out-
come of something – 



 Tough act to follow

 An extraordinary performance diffi-
cult to follow or improve upon with
one's own performance – 

 Tough/Hard nut to crack

  A person, thing, situation or prob-
lem that is particularly difficult to un-
derstand, solve or deal with – 

 Tread water

 To maintain one's current status with-
out making any significant progress –

 Trumped-up

 Fraudulently devised and untrue –

 Tug at one's heartstrings

 To cause someone to feel pity or
sadness – 

 Turn a blind eye to

 To knowingly ignore some wrong-
doing – 

 Turn a deaf ear to

 To ignore or refuse to listen to some-
one or something – 



 Turn an honest penny

 To earn money in an honourable and
legitimate way, typically through one's
hard work – 

 Turn one's bead

  To cause to become conceited, To
cause to become infatuated – 

 Turn over a new leaf

 To make a fresh start, To change
one's conduct or attitude for the better
– 

 Turn the tables on

 To change or reverse someone's
plan etc. completely and gain the upper
hand – 

 Turn turtle

 To turn upside down – 

 Turn up one's nose at

 To show distaste or contempt for
something – 

 Twist someone's arm

 To pressure or force one into doing
something – 



 Uncalled for

 Inappropriate and unnecessary –

 Uncharted waters

 An unknown and unclear situation –

 Under a cloud

 Under suspicion – 

 Under fire

 Facing criticism for something –

 Under one's nose

 Right there, In clear view (occur) –

 Under the table

 Secret, Intoxicated – 

 Under the weather

 Slightly ill – 

 Up a blind alley

 At a dead end where no more
progress is possible – 

 Up and about

  Active again after illness – 

 Up for grabs

 Available to anyone, Completely dis-
ordered – 
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 Up in the air

  Uncertain, Undecided – 

 Up one's sleeve

 A secret advantage or resource –

 Up the ante

 To increase the level of something –

 Up to the mark

 To the point – 

 Upper crust

 The highest social class or group –

 Upper hand

  A position of comparative advan-
tage – 

 Ups and downs

  Rises and falls of fortune – 

 Upset the apple cart

 To ruin one's plan – 

 U-turn

 A complete reversal of one's opin-
ion or approach – approach 

 Utopian

 Excellent or ideal but impracticable
– 



 Vent the spleen

 To voice one's anger – 

 Vexing question

 An issue argued at length but still
unresolved – 

 Vicious circle

 A condition in which one disorder
gives rise to another – 

 Volte-face

 A reversal (as in policy or opinion),
About face – 

 Vote with one's feet

 To express one's disapproval to
something by leaving the place – 
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 Wag the dog

 To divert attention from something
of greater importance to something of
lesser importance – 

 Wake-up call

 An event that draws attention to the
coming danger – 

 Walk a tightrope

 To deal with a difficult situation, es-
pecially one involving making a risky
decision between two opposing plans
of action – 

 Walk on air

 To be in state of extreme happiness
– 

 Wash one's hand of

 To refuse to accept responsibility
for – 

 Watch grass grow

 To be very dull or boring – 

 Watch one's step

 To move or do something with cau-
tion – 
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 Water under the bridge

 A prior issue that is now resolved –

 (in) Weal and woe

 Both in happiness and sorrow –

 Wear and tear

 Loss and damage resulting from use
– 

 Wear one's heart on one's sleeve 
To openly display one's emotions – 

 Weather a storm

 To face and survive a difficulty –

 Weigh anchor

 (Of a ship) To leave a place – 

 Well-heeled

 Prosperous – 

 Well-oiled

 Drunk, Operating smoothly – 

 Wet behind the ears

 Inexperienced – 



 Wet blanket

 Someone who ruins other people's
fun – 

 When pigs fly

 Never – 

 Whet one's appetite

 To arouse one's interest in some-
thing – interest 

 Whistle in the dark

 To guess aimlessly – 

 White elephant

 An expensive but troublesome item
– 

 Whole bag of tricks

 Every possible trick or technique
available – 

 Whole new ball game

 A completely different situation –

 Whole nine yards

 Everything possible or available –

 Wide of the mark

 For from hitting the target, Inaccu-
rate – 



 (Give a) Wide berth to

 To avoid something – 

 Wild goose chase

 A worthless or futile pursuit or ef-
fort – 

 Win-o-the-wisp

 An unrealistic or unattainable goal –

 Win by a nose

 To win by a narrow margin – 

 Win laurels

 To win honour, fame or awards –

 Window dressing

 Something that makes the
apperarance more charming than the real
– 

 Wipe one's nose of

 To rob or deprive of – 

 Wipe a fine-tooth comb

 Very carefully and thoroughly – 

 With a heavy hand

 In an oppressive manner – 



 With flying colours

 Exceptionally well or very success-
fully – 

 With might and main

 With all one's force or strength – 

 With one voice

  Unanimously, In total agreement –

 Within a stone's throw

 Very close or near to – 

 Within a whisker

 Extremely close to doing or achiev-
ing – 

 Wolf in sheep's clothing

 A person that appears harmless but
is dangerous – 

 Word for word

 In exactly the same words – 

 Word of mouth

 Verbal sharing of information – 

 Worth one's salt

 Respected in a certain field because
of one's quality – 



 Wrap one's head around it

 To understand something challeng-
ing – 

 Wrangle over an ass's shadow

 To argue over  a worthless issue –

 Writ large

  A pparent in a noticeable way – 

 Writing on the wall

 Suggesting a misfortune or doom –

 Wrong end of the stick

 A misunderstanding or
miscommunication of facts – 

 Wrong foot

 Causing someone difficulty by do-
ing something unexpected – 



 X marks the spot

 To be the specific or exact location
of something – 

 Yeoman's service

 A good enough service or contribu-
tion – 

 Young Turk

 A young person who rebels against
the established system – 

 You bet

 Absolutely, Definitely – 

 Zero hour

 The scheduled time for the start of
an action – 
Point

 Zero tolerance

 A policy of absolutely no toleration
of even the smallest violation of a rule –
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